Salem Lutheran Church ~ April 11, 2020
Easter Vigil at Home ~ Service of the Word

SERVICE OF LIGHT
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LIGHTING OF THE NEW FIRE

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior
Jesus Christ passed from death to life, we gather with the body of Christ
throughout the world in vigil and prayer. This is the Passover of Jesus
Christ. Through light and the word, through remembrance of water and
oil, remembrance of bread and wine, we proclaim Christ’s death and
resurrection, share Christ’s triumph over sin and death, and await Christ’s
coming again in glory.

Let us pray together

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, you are the creator of the world, the liberator of your people,
and the wisdom of the earth. By the resurrection of your Son free us
from our fears, restore us in your image, and ignite us with your light,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE and PROCESSION
Light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.

The Creation ~ Genesis 1:1 — 2.4a
Morning Has Broken ELW 556

The Covenant Between God and Earth ~ Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18 &
9:8-13
This is Our Father’s Word ELW 824
Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea ~ Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21

Let All things Now Living ELW 881
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New Life for God’s People ~ Isaiah 55:1-11

Deliverance from the Fiery Furnace ~ Daniel 3:1-29
Abide With Me ELW 629

Reading from St. Paul ~ Romans 6:3-11
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? “Therefore we have been buried with him by
baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

°For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. “We know that our
old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed,
and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 'For whoever has died is freed
from sin. ®But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live
with him. “We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die
again; death no longer has dominion over him. °The death he died, he
died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. *'So you also
must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Amazing Grace ELW 779

Gospel: John 20:1-18

'Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed
from the tomb. “So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid
him.” *Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the
tomb. “The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter
and reached the tomb first. "He bent down to look in and saw the linen
wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. “Then Simon Peter came,
following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying
there, ‘and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. *Then the other disciple, who
reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; °for as yet
they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the
dead. °Then the disciples returned to their homes.

“But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over
to look into the tomb; *’and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the
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body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the
feet. *They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to
them, “They have taken away my Lord, and | do not know where they
have laid him.” **When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus
standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. **Jesus said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing
him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away,
tell me where you have laid him, and | will take him away.” ‘®Jesus said to
her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which
means Teacher). “Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because | have
not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘|
am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your
God.”” *¥Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have
seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.
The Gospel of the Lord given to you.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before
God to affirm our baptism into Christ.

Let us pray.

Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water
and the Word in baptism. You have called us to yourself, enlightened us
with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished us in the community of faith.
Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and
unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in
the name of Christ. Amen.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers
of this world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you
from God?

Response: | renounce them.
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he

descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
Page 3

come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Blessed are you, holy God. You are the creator of the waters of the earth.
You are the fire of rebirth. You poured out your Spirit on your people
Israel. You breathe life into our dry bones. Your Son Jesus promised to
send the Spirit to us that the world may know your peace and truth.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, and breathe new life into those who are here. By
your Spirit adopt us all as your children, through our Savior Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

This Little Light of Mine ELW667

Blessing and Sending

May God who has brought us from death to life fill you with great joy.

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Go in peace. Thanks be to God. Amen

Thank you for sharing Easter Vigil at Home.
EASTER SERVICE TOMORROW ONLINE
Let’s join in praise and adoration for Christ the King who is the Savior of
the World!
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