Salem Lutheran Church ~ April 5, 2020
Palm/Passion Sunday ~ Service of the Word

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest:

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

ENTRANCE GOSPEL: Matthew 21:1-11
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

'When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, “saying to them, “Go into the
village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a
colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. °If anyone says anything
to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.” And he will send them
immediately.” “This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the
prophet, saying,

>“Tell the daughter of Zion,

Look, your king is coming to you,

humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

*The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; “they brought the
donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. %A
very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches
from the trees and spread them on the road. °The crowds that went ahead
of him and that followed were shouting,

“Hosanna to the Son of David!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
“When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who
is this?” “The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from
Nazareth in Galilee.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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GREETING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray together

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus
Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed
messiah and king by those who spread garments and branches along his
way. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that,
joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through
the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus
Christ and meditate on the salvation of the world through his sufferings,
death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray.

Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart through
the servanthood of Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful
procession of those who with their tongues confess Jesus as Lord and with
their lives praise him as Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9A
PSALM 31:9-16

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Christ humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even
death on a cross.* Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the
name that is above ev’ry name. (Phil. 2:8-9)

GOSPEL: Matthew 27:11-54
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 27" chapter.
ALL: Glory to you, O God

“Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are

you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” *’But when he was

accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. **Then Pilate

said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they make against
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you?” “But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that
the governor was greatly amazed.

“Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a
prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. °At that time they
had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. '’So after they had
gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you,
Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” *®For he realized that
it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. **While he was
sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to
do with that innocent man, for today | have suffered a great deal because
of a dream about him.” °Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded
the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. *'The governor
again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for
you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” *’Pilate said to them, “Then what should
| do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be
crucified!” 2Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they
shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”

“So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot
was beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the
crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it
yourselves.” >Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us
and on our children!” ?°So he released Barabbas for them; and after
flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.

*’Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s
headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around him. **They
stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, *and after twisting some
thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right
hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the
Jews!” *°They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the
head. *'After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own
clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.

*As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon;
they compelled this man to carry his cross. **And when they came to a
place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), *they offered him
wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink
it. **And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among
themselves by casting lots; *°then they sat down there and kept watch
over him. *’Over his head they put the charge against him, which read,
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“This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”

*Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on
his left. **Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads “’and
saying, “You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save
yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” *'In the
same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were
mocking him, saying, “*“He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the
King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe
in him. “*He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he
said, ‘l am God’s Son.”” ““The bandits who were crucified with him also
taunted him in the same way.

“>From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon. “®And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli,
lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?” ““When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is
calling for Elijah.” “*At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with
sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. “°But the others
said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” *°Then Jesus
cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. °*At that moment the
curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth
shook, and the rocks were split. *°The tombs also were opened, and many
bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. >*After his
resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and
appeared to many. **Now when the centurion and those with him, who
were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place,
they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God'’s Son!”

P: The gospel of the Lord.
MESSAGE FOR TODAY

RESPONSE TO THE MESSAGE
Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
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ALL: Praise to you, O Christ.



he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
Gracious God, it is good for us to gather as your beloved in

community. We trust that you surround us with your sheltering wings.

Encourage us to connect, as we are able, reach out to our neighbors in

need and to be vigilant in prayer.

Let us pray:

Loving God, we give you thanks for the gifts of life on and from the earth.

Merciful God, by the wounds of your Son we are healed. Bring your
Saving wellbeing to all people.

Restoring God, your Son Jesus brought the gift of healing and wholeness.
Bring your healing presence now to those named in prayers list across
the world, and all who are in any distress. We pray for wholeness on
all who are hospitalized and self-quarantined with COVID19.

Almighty God, source of human knowledge, give skill, wisdom, and
compassion to all who provide medical care. Care and protect them.

Sustaining God, give gentleness and courage to family members, friends,
and caregivers of all who are suffering. Give peace to ones in
nursing homes, care facilities, Lutheran Home and SpiriTrust villages.

God of great and abundant mercy, with your presence sustain the
homeless, the most vulnerable, people around the world touched by
COVID19 and all for whom we pray; through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

BLESSING

May the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ fill you with every
spiritual blessing. Amen

May the God of faithfulness and encouragement grant you to live in
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen (Romans 15)

DISMISSAL
Let us go in peace to love, care, and serve as faithful and beloved children
of God. Thanks be to God. And all God’s people say: Amen

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Maeve Kennedy Towsnsend-McKean & son,
Gideon, Phil Kulinski, Vicky Carter, Amanda Evans Deel, Bruce Greer, Jerry
Kiesling, Susan Whitacre, Debbie McDonald, Michelle Harshman, Lisa
Barwick, The family and friends of Opportune Chenou, Dorothy Portera,
Nick Carmichael, Walt Karoll, Sandy Barthel, Alan Hahn, Marianna Putnam,
Dawn Weaver, David Buck, Lee Saffran, Joan Burleigh, Donald Rembert,
Thelma Presinger, Steve Sussan, Kathi Fuller, Bill & Sherri Stout, Julie
Stout, Betty Burnet, Carrie Claus, Dorothy Long, Bailey Law, Pr. Myers,
Maurice Grove, Nancy Roschli, Margaret and Jerry Shank, Pete, Dewitt, Jim
McNicholas, Aunt Marie, Joan Evans, Steve Norman, Austin Phoebus, Joan
& John Kusick, Robin Sealover, Kaidyn Jamison, Lennard Beecher, Jumela
Beecher, Seth Bates, Siloa Lutheran Church, Steve White, Margret Krebbal,
Frank Gailitz, Dan Gnau, Paula Feldman, Dolly Suiratt, Talu Elvove Arikan,
Jim Bair, Craig Perry Beel, Joyce Craig, Aston Dean, Kattie Hale, Kevin Kolb,
Carolyn Lynch, Donna Miller, Ray Morrison, Nicole Phelps, Kim Scott,
Stephen Smith, Natalie Szparza, Pat Ward, Curtis Waters, Jason Whitney,
Karen Wiley, Nick Wingate, and Jeanie Z., Will & Bernadine Boyce, Bishop
Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Bill Gohl.

Please contact Lynn Cox or Pastor with updates concerning the prayler list.
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