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AUGUST 23, 2020 ~ 12TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from which they were hewn. Jesus 
declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation 
and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our 
bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the table we go forth to 
offer our spiritual worship through word and deed. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life. Let us give thanks for the 
gift of baptism. 
 

Together we say: 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning you created us in your image and planted us in a well-watered garden. 
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, and you gave us water from the rock. 
When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with the 
water of life. We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all water 
everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only 
you can give. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN                                        Great Is Thy Faithfulness                        ELW 733 verses 1 & 2 
 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
      there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
      thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 
      as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 
 

Refrain 
      Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
      Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
      all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
      great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
      sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
       



join with all nature in manifold witness 
      to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  Refrain 
Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960 
Music: William M. Runyan, 1870-1957 
Text and music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company 
 
 

GREETING  
P:  The grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you.          All:  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong 
foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                             

WORD 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6 
 

PSALM 138 
I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing your praise. 
I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your steadfast love and 
faithfulness; for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 
When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me. 
All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, when they have heard the words of your mouth.  
They will sing of the ways of the LORD, that great is the glory | of the LORD. 
The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from afar. 
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth your hand against the fury of 
my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 
You will make good your purpose for me; O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon 
the works of your hands.  
 

SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:                                        Spoken together 

Alleluia. You are the Messiah,the Son of the living God. Alleluia. (Matt. 16:16) 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20 
At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” 
and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades. 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 16th chapter.    ALL: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 
that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are 
you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 
18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly 
ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
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P: The Gospel of the Lord given to you.    ALL: Praise to you O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY          This Is My Father’s World                                        ELW 824 verses 1 & 3 
 

       This is my Father's world, 
      and to my list'ning ears 
      all nature sings, and round me rings 
      the music of the spheres. 
      This is my Father's world; 
      I rest me in the thought 
      of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; 
     his hand the wonders wrought. 
 

This is my Father's world; 
      oh, let me not forget 
      that, though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
      God is the ruler yet. 
      This is my Father's world; 
      why should my heart be sad? 
      The Lord is king, let heaven ring; 

    God reigns, let earth be glad! 
Text: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1858-1901  Public Domain 

Music: Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852-1930, adapt. Public Domain 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

    who was conceived by the Holy 
    Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.*   
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.      All: And also with you. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

-3- 



Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING 
BLESSING  
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the 
creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG            What a Fellowship, What a Joy divine                 ELW 824 verses 1 & 2  
 

What a fellowship, what a joy divine, 
      leaning on the everlasting arms; 
      what a blessedness, what a peace is mine, 
      leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 

Refrain 
      Leaning, leaning, (Leaning on Jesus, leaning on Jesus,) 
      safe and secure from all alarms; 
      leaning, leaning, (leaning on Jesus, leaning on Jesus,) 
      leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 

Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, 
      leaning on the everlasting arms; 
      oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, 
      leaning on the everlasting arms.  Refrain 

Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929 
Music: Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924 
Arrangment @ Augsburg Fortress   
Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-735245#A-735245. All rights reserved. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.   ALL:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

++++++ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER LIST+++++++ 
 

A Special Thank you to Nick Cox and Jean Weimer for providing vocal accompaniment with our hymns today!  
And, thank you, to Mark Hoefler as the lector for this day!  
 

Thank you for continuing to support the ministries of our congregation during these unprecedented times. As it 
becomes clear that we’re in this phase for a longer haul, we want to say a particular thanks for your faith, your 
generosity, and your perseverance. Your faithful stewardship of all God’s gifts is the heart of disciple-making and 
neighbor-loving. 
 

OBD Casseroles collected and delivered for the month of August totaled 20. Thank you for caring for the less 
fortunate and your generosity. 
 

The Stitchers are looking for and appreciate the crafts you may be creating during this time of being at home. 
Also, would you keep in mind the yard sale as you clean closets, garages and basements?  Lynn Cox and Ruth 
Phoebus are the contacts.  
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Outdoor Evening Vespers and Holy Communion Worship Service this Sunday Evening, August 23th has been 
postponed and rescheduled for September 6th.   
 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Donna Glorioso, The family and friends of Carolyn Whelan, Brenda Baker, Dan Hess, 
Family and Friends of Lee Hoos, John Bragg, Barb Vogel, Family and friends of Wilda Brady, Jenny, Jenny’s mom 
and sister Donna, Norma Knudsen, Anne Mills, Rachel’s baby girl Diana, Capt’n Jim McMahan, Pr. Dick Kiesling, 
Karen, Donna Miller, Laura Riley, Judy Newsome, Phil Kulinski, Bruce Greer, Debbie McDonald, Michelle 
Harshman, Lisa Barwick, Dorothy Portera, Nick Carmichael, Walt Karoll, Sandy Barthel, Marianna Putnam, Dawn 
Weaver, Joan Burleigh, Donald Rembert, Thelma Preisinger, Steve Sussan, Bill & Sherri Stout, Julie Stout, Betty 
Burnet, Carrie Claus, Dorothy Long, Bailey Law, Pr. Myers, Maurice Grove, Nancy Roschli, Margaret and Jerry 
Shank, Jim McNicholas, Aunt Marie, Joan Evans, Steve Norman, Austin Phoebus, Joan & John Kusick, Robin 
Sealover, Kaidyn Jamison, Lennard Beecher, Jumela Beecher, Seth Bates, Siloa Lutheran Church, Steve White, 
Margret Krebbal, Frank Gailitz, Dan Gnau, Paula Feldman, Dolly Suiratt, Talu Elvove Arikan, Jim Bair, Craig Perry 
Beel, Joyce Craig, Aston Dean, Kattie Hale, Carolyn Lynch, Ray Morrison, Nicole Phelps, Kim Scott, Natalie Szparza, 
Pat Ward, Curtis Waters, Jason Whitney, Karen Wiley, Nick Wingate, and Jeanie Z., Will & Bernadine Boyce, Bishop 
Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Bill Gohl. 

Please contact Lynn Cox or Pastor with updates concerning the prayer list. 
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