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OCTOBER 18, 2020 ~ 20TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. When the Pharisees try to 
trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him and to God what belongs to God. To gather for 
worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the 
image of God, we offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND GOD’S FORGIVENESS 
P:   We gather in person in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen 
P:   Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All:  Amen 
P:   If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, 
God who is faithful will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and personal confession. 
 

P:   God, who is rich in mercy, loves us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 
Christ. By grace we have been saved. 
 

In the name of +Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen us with power through the 
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in our hearts through faith. 
All:  Amen 
 

GATHERING HYMN                                               God Is Here                                ELW 526  verses 1 & 4 
 

God is here! As we your people 
      meet to offer praise and prayer, 
      may we find in fuller measure 
      what it is in Christ we share. 
      Here, as in the world around us, 
      all our varied skills and arts 
      wait the coming of the Spirit 
     into open minds and hearts. 
 
 
 



Lord of all, of church and kingdom, 
      In an age of change and doubt, 
      keep us faithful to the gospel; 
      help us work your purpose out. 
      Here, in this day's dedication, 
      all we have to give, receive; 
      we, who cannot live without you, 
     we adore you! We believe! 
 

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903–2000 
Music: Cyril V. Taylor, 1907–1991 
Text © 1979 Hope Publishing Company 
Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company 
 

GREETING  
P:  The grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you.    All:  Amen 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; created for you, 
let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                             

WORD 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1-7 
 

PSALM 96:1-9 
Sing to the LORD a new song; 
  sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
 Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; 
  proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 
 Declare God’s glory among the nations 
  and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, 
  more to be feared than all gods.  
 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 
  but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 
 Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 
 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.  
 Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; 
  tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22 

-2- 



After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First they ask if God’s 
people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar. 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 22nd chapter.    ALL: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

     Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said.  So they sent their disciples to 
him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of 
God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with 
partiality.  Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?”  But Jesus, 
aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites?  Show me the coin 
used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius.  Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and 
whose title?”  They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor 
the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”  When they heard this, they 
were amazed; and they left him and went away. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord given to you.    ALL: Praise to you O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE      
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                               Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service                ELW 712  verses 1 & 4 
 

Lord, whose love in humble service 
      bore the weight of human need, 
      who upon the cross, forsaken, 
      worked your mercy's perfect deed: 
      we, your servants, bring the worship 
      not of voice alone, but heart; 
      consecrating to your purpose 
     ev'ry gift which you impart. 
 

Called by worship to your service, 
      forth in your dear name we go, 
      to the child, the youth, the aged,  
      love in living deeds to show; 
      hope and health, good will and comfort, 
      counsel, aid and peace we give, 
      that your servants, Lord, in freedom 
      may your mercy know and live. 
 

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984 
Music: The Sacred Heart, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hymns, 1985 
Text © Oxford University Press 
Arr. © 1985 Augsburg Fortress 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

    who was conceived by the Holy 
    Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.*   
On the third day he rose again;  
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he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.      All: Amen 
 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL BLESSING 
Jesus, we believe you are present in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. We love You above all 

things and we desire to receive You into our souls. Since we cannot now receive You sacramentally, 
come spiritually into our hearts. We embrace You as You are already there, and because of You we are 
united with You in death and in life. Never permit us to be separated from You.  Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING 
BLESSING  
 

Loving God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.  Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                                               You Servants of God                                   ELW 825  verses 1 & 4 
 

     You servants of God, your Master proclaim, 
     and publish abroad his wonderful name; 
     the name, all-victorious, of Jesus extol; 
     his kingdom is glorious and rules over all! 
 

     Then let us adore and give him his right, 
     all glory and pow'r and wisdom and might, 
     all honor and blessing, with angels above, 
     and thanks never ceasing, and infinite love! 
  

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 
Music: attr. Johann Michael Haydn, 1737-1806 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor.   ALL:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

++++++ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER LIST+++++++ 
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A Special Thank you to Cathy and Mark Hoefler for providing vocal accompaniment with our hymns today!  And, 
thank you, to Ruth Phoebus as the lector for this day!  
 

Thank you for continuing to support the ministries of our congregation during these unprecedented times. As it 
becomes clear that we’re in this phase for a longer haul, we want to say a particular thanks for your faith, your 
generosity, and your perseverance. Your faithful stewardship of all God’s gifts is the heart of disciple-making and 
neighbor-loving. 
 

OBD Casseroles will be picked up on Wednesday, October 21st at 12 Noon. Thank you for caring for the less 
fortunate and your generosity. 
 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: James Rickman, The family and friends of Jenny, Mike, Thelma Preisinger, Brenda 
Baker, Family and Friends of Dan Hess, Kimberley, Donna Glorioso, Family and Friends of Carolyn Whelan, Family 
and Friends of Lee Hoos, John Bragg, Barb Vogel, Jenny’s mom and sister Donna, Norma Knudsen, Anne Mills, 
Rachel’s baby girl Diana, Capt’n Jim McMahan, Pr. Dick Kiesling, Karen, Donna Miller, Laura Riley, Judy Newsome, 
Phil Kulinski, Bruce Greer, Debbie McDonald, Michelle Harshman, Lisa Barwick, Dorothy Portera, Nick Carmichael, 
Walt Karoll, Sandy Barthel, Marianna Putnam, Dawn Weaver, Joan Burleigh, Donald Rembert, Steve Sussan, Betty 
Burnet, Carrie Claus, Dorothy Long, Bailey Law, Pr. Myers, Maurice Grove, Nancy Roschli, Margaret and Jerry 
Shank, Jim McNicholas, Aunt Marie, Joan Evans, Steve Norman, Austin Phoebus, Joan & John Kusick, Robin 
Sealover, Kaidyn Jamison, Lennard Beecher, Jumela Beecher, Seth Bates, Steve White, Margret Krebbal, Frank 
Gailitz, Dan Gnau, Paula Feldman, Dolly Suiratt, Talu Elvove Arikan, Jim Bair, Craig Perry Beel, Joyce Craig, Aston 
Dean, Kattie Hale, Carolyn Lynch, Ray Morrison, Nicole Phelps, Kim Scott, Natalie Szparza, Pat Ward, Curtis 
Waters, Jason Whitney, Karen Wiley, Nick Wingate, and Jeanie Z., Will & Bernadine Boyce, Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, 
Bishop Bill Gohl. 

Please contact Lynn Cox or Pastor with updates concerning the prayer list. 
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