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NOVEMBER 8, 2020 ~ 23RD  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to encourage one another with the 
promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the 
faithful of every time and place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of 
victory—the marriage feast of the lamb. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING HYMN                                       Oh, Worship the King                              ELW 842  verses 1 & 5 
Oh, worship the King, all-glorious above. 

    Oh, gratefully sing God's power and love; 
    our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
    pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise. 
 

O measureless might, ineffable love, 
    while angels delight to hymn you above, 
    the humbler creation, though feeble their lays, 
    with true adoration shall sing to your praise. 
 

Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt. 
Music: William Croft, 1678-1727 
 

GREETING  
P:  The grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you.    All:  Amen 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light 
we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                             

WORD 
FIRST READING: Amos 5:18-24 
 

PSALM 70 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 

     13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you 
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this we declare to you by the 
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word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means 
precede those who have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call 
and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise 
first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet 
the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with 
these words. 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:1-13 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the  25th chapter.    ALL: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

     Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at all times. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their 
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the 
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As 
the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, 
‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed 
their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the 
wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy 
some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready 
went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came 
also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake 
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord given to you.    ALL: Praise to you O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers                                 ELW 244  verses 1 & 4 
 

Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 
     and let your lights appear; 
     the evening is advancing, 
     and darker night is near. 
     The bridegroom is arising 
     and soon is drawing nigh. 
     Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 
     at midnight comes the cry. 
 

Our hope and expectation, 
     O Jesus, now appear; 
     arise, O Sun so longed for, 
     o'er this benighted sphere. 
     With hearts and hands uplifted, 
     we plead, O Lord, to see 
     the day of earth's redemption 
     that sets your people free! 
 

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907 
Music: Swedish folk tune 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

    who was conceived by the Holy 
    Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.*   
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.      All: Amen 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  as we forgive those who  
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
 is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING 
BLESSING  
Loving God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.  Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                Blessed Assurance                             ELW 638  verses 1 & 3 
 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
     Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
     Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
     born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

Refrain 
     This is my story, this is my song, 
     praising my Savior, all the day long: 
     this is my story, this is my song, 
     praising my Savior all the day long. 
 

Perfect submission, all is at rest; 
     I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

-3- 



     watching and waiting, looking above, 
     filled with his goodness, lost in his love.  Refrain 
      

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915 
Music: Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908    
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor.   ALL:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

++++++ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER LIST+++++++ 
 

A Special Thank you to Cathy Hoefler and Tim Grove for providing vocal accompaniment with our hymns today!  
And, thank you, to Sharon Lukens as the lector for this day!  
 

Thank you for continuing to support the ministries of our congregation during these unprecedented times. As it 
becomes clear that we’re in this phase for a longer haul, we want to say a particular thanks for your faith, your 
generosity, and your perseverance. Your faithful stewardship of all God’s gifts is the heart of disciple-making and 
neighbor-loving. 
 

OBD Casseroles for the month of November will be picked-up on November 18th at noon. Thank you for caring for 
the less fortunate and your generosity. 
 

Thanksgiving Meal Donations - Once again, we are pleased to partner with Mason Dixon in collecting and 
donating food to families for the Thanksgiving Holiday.   

Collection bins will be set up beginning this Sunday 11/1 for non-perishable food items 
Church Narthex:  bins will be placed here for convenience when attending church services  
Outside Church Drop Off:  Large plastic bins will be placed outside of the Church on Tuesdays and 

 Thursdays from 9 am to 5 pm  
Children's Center:  Bins will be located inside at the Children's Center  
Anyone interested in donating a turkey please contact Linda Brannen directly to coordinate 
LAST DAY TO DONATE:  SUNDAY 11/22/2020 at 2 pm  

 

Annual Congregational Meeting ~ November 15, 2020 ~ 11:30-12:30pm  ~  Thank you for marking your calendars 
for Salem’s Annual Congregational meeting on November 15th following the Indoor Worship service planned for 
that Sunday.  If you are unable to attend in-person, a link is provided for you to join the meeting via the internet 
and ZOOM. You can join through the computer or using your cell phones. *(Please note depending upon your cell 
phone plan the dial in number may incur long distance charges.)*  The Zoom information is below and will also be 
emailed. 

To join ~  Salem Lutheran Church Annual Congregational MTG: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87993882559?pwd=RkVYTlhTUnZjcko5SUlvTUJEd2YrUT09 
 

Meeting ID: 879 9388 2559 
Passcode: 664170 
One tap mobile 
+13017158592,,87993882559#,,,,,,0#,,664170# US (Germantown) 
 

Dial by your location 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
Meeting ID: 879 9388 2559 
Passcode: 664170 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbKIyWBmj9 
Annual reports are being emailed with a note and hard copies available at church this Sunday, November 1, 
2020. Please contact Lynn Cox with questions or concerns. 
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Ongoing Prayer Concerns: James Rickman, Mike, Thelma Preisinger, Brenda Baker, Family and Friends of Dan 
Hess, Kimberley, Donna Glorioso, John Bragg, Barb Vogel, Jenny’s mom and sister Donna, Norma Knudsen, Anne 
Mills, Rachel’s baby girl Diana, Capt’n Jim McMahan, Pr. Dick Kiesling, Karen, Donna Miller, Laura Riley, Judy 
Newsome, Phil Kulinski, Bruce Greer, Debbie McDonald, Michelle Harshman, Lisa Barwick, Dorothy Portera, Nick 
Carmichael, Walt Karoll, Sandy Barthel, Marianna Putnam, Dawn Weaver, Joan Burleigh, Donald Rembert, Steve 
Sussan, Betty Burnet, Carrie Claus, Dorothy Long, Bailey Law, Pr. Myers, Maurice Grove, Nancy Roschli, Margaret 
and Jerry Shank, Jim McNicholas, Aunt Marie, Joan Evans, Steve Norman, Austin Phoebus, Joan & John Kusick, 
Robin Sealover, Kaidyn Jamison, Lennard Beecher, Jumela Beecher, Seth Bates, Steve White, Margret Krebbal, 
Frank Gailitz, Dan Gnau, Paula Feldman, Dolly Suiratt, Talu Elvove Arikan, Jim Bair, Craig Perry Beel, Joyce Craig, 
Aston Dean, Kattie Hale, Carolyn Lynch, Ray Morrison, Nicole Phelps, Kim Scott, Natalie Szparza, Pat Ward, Curtis 
Waters, Jason Whitney, Karen Wiley, Nick Wingate, and Jeanie Z., Will & Bernadine Boyce, Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, 
Bishop Bill Gohl. 

Please contact Lynn Cox or Pastor with updates concerning the prayer list. 
 

Liturgy Copyright Information: From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright @2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24577. New Revised 
Standard Version copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America.  Music Copyright Information: Service Music, Hymns, and songs under copyright or 
administered by Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.  From CCLI.com. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under CCLI copyright Annual License #3273333. Permission to podcast / stream the music 
in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-735245. All rights reserved. 
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