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DECEMBER 24, 2020 ~ THE BIRTH OF OUR SAVIOR, JESUS ~ ONLINE CHRISTMAS EVE   
 

WELCOME  
 

LIGHTING THE CANDLES                        For Light One Candle for Messiah  
 
Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954   
Music: Yiddish folk tune 
Text © 1984 Fortress Press 
Tune Name: Tif in veldele 
Arr. Copyright AugsburgFortress.org 
Reported to ONE LICENSE, Song # 85955. Permission to reprint / podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from 
ONE LICENSE with license #A-735245. All rights reserved 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who was in the beginning, who makes a dwelling among us, who covers us with justice and mercy.  
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

God of goodness and lovingkindness, 
we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. 
We have turned away from your invitation to new life. 
We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. 
In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, 
those we know and those known only to you, 
for the sake of the one who came to live among us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

Hear the good news of peace and salvation! 
God forgives us all our sins, not through our own work, but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all 
people. With all who come to the manger, rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN                               Angels, From the Realms of Glory                   ELW 275 verses 1 & 4 
 

Angels, from the realms of glory, 
      wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
      once you sang creation's story, 
      now proclaim Messiah's birth: 
      Come and worship, come and worship, 
      worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 

All creation, join in praising 
      God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 
      evermore your voices raising 
      to the eternal Three in One. 



      Come and worship, come and worship, 
      worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 

Sources Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4 
Music: Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879 
Tune Name: Regent Square 
Public Domain 
 

CHRISTMAS DIALOG 
 

Jesus Christ is the Light of the world! 
He is the Light no darkness can overcome. 
At darkest night we gather to celebrate the great light of our salvation. 
With the heavenly host we sing, “Glory to God in the highest heaven.” 
In Christ, God’s Word is made flesh and lives among us. 
With the shepherds, we will tell of the wonders we have seen and heard. 
 
 

GREETING  
P: May the grace and truth of Christ be with you   All:  And also with you. 
 

Let us pray:    
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on 
earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; 
through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                      The Jesse Tree - Manger 
 

WORD 
FIRST READING: LUKE 2:1-7 
 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This 
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own 
towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, 
the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

RESPONSE                  Away in a Manger                                 ELW 277 verses 1 & 3 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
     the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
     the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
     the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
     close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
     Bless all the dear children in your tender care 
     and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 
Text: North American, 19th cent. 
Music: James R. Murray, 1841-1905 
Tune Name: Away in a Manger 
Public Domain 
 

 -2- 



GOSPEL:  Luke 2:8-20 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the  2nd chapter.    ALL: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord given to you.    ALL: Praise to you O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                Angel We Have Heard on High                        ELW 289 verses 1 & 3 
 

Angels we have heard on high, 
      sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
      and the mountains in reply, 
      echoing their joyous strains. 
 

Refrain 
      Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

     gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see  
      him whose birth the angels sing; 
      come, adore on bended knee 
      Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  Refrain 
 

Text: French carol; tr. H.F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864 
Music: French carol; arr. Edward S. Barnes, 1887-1958 
Tune Name: Gloria 
Public Domain 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

    who was conceived by the Holy 
    Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.*   
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On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS  
Wonderful Counselor, increase our joy as the church gathers on this holy night to sing of our dear 
Savior’s birth. May the story of salvation live in the hearts of all who sing of its wonders. God of grace, 
Hear our prayer. 
Mighty God, you have broken the yoke of sin’s burden through the birth of your Son. Comfort those 
whose burdens distract them from the deeper peace of this holy night and grant them a restful mind. 
God of peace, 
Hear our prayer. 
Everlasting Father, uphold all who are in sorrow or need of your divine goodness and mercy. We 
remember with thanksgiving all who have died and who now rest in your peaceful light. God of love, 
Hear our prayer. 
Gracious God, bathe us always in the light of your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.      All: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL BLESSING 
Jesus, we believe you are present in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. We love You above all 

things and we desire to receive You into our souls. Since we cannot now receive You sacramentally, 
come spiritually into our hearts. We embrace You as You are already there, and because of You we are 
united with You in death and in life. Never permit us to be separated from You.  Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass  

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

HYMN OF LIGHT (light a candle)                     Silent Night, Holy Night!                       ELW 281 verses 1 & 3  
 

Silent night, holy night! 
      All is calm, all is bright 
      round yon virgin mother and child. 
      Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
      sleep in heavenly peace, 
      sleep in heavenly peace. 
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Silent night, holy night! 
      Son of God, love's pure light 
      radiant beams from your holy face, 
      with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
      Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 
      Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
 

Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885 
Music: Franz Gruber, 1787-1863 
Tune Name Stille Nacht 
Public Domain 
 

SENDING 
BLESSING  
May the Lord God, who has called you out of darkness to be servants of light, grant you the joy of the 
angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, and the peace of the Christ Child. In the name of Almighty God, 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                                                   Joy to the World                                      ELW 267 verses 1 & 2 
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
     Let earth receive her king; 
     let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
     and heav'n and nature sing, 
     and heav'n and nature sing, 
     and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 

     Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
     Let all their songs employ, 
     while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
     repeat the sounding joy, 
     repeat the sounding joy, 
     repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 
Music: English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872 
Tune Name: Antioch 
Public Domain 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.  Thanks be to God. 
 

++++++ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER LIST+++++++ 
 

A Special Thank you to Salem’s choir, Maddox and Mila, providing the voices for today’s hymns.  Special thank 
you to Sharon Lukens for being the lector for today.  
 

Thank you for continuing to support the ministries of our congregation during these unprecedented times. As it 
becomes clear that we’re in this phase for a longer haul, we want to say a particular thanks for your faith, your 
generosity, and your perseverance. Your faithful stewardship of all God’s gifts is the heart of disciple-making and 
neighbor-loving. 
 

OBD Casseroles for the month of December totaled 24!  Thank you for caring for the less fortunate and your 
generosity. 
 

Christmas Poinsettias are available for pick up on Christmas Eve  
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Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Family and friends of Sandy Barthel, Family and friends of David (friend of the 
Temples), Family and Friends of Jerry Shank, Faith LeBrun, Susan Bernowski, Family and friends of Laura 
Barthlome, Darlene Saffran & her daughter’s family, Howard Kramer, James Rickman, Mike, Thelma Preisinger, 
Brenda Baker, Kimberley, Donna Glorioso, John Bragg, Barb Vogel, Jenny’s mom and sister Donna, Norma 
Knudsen, Anne Mills, Rachel’s baby girl Diana, Capt’n Jim McMahan, Pr. Dick Kiesling, Karen, Donna Miller, Laura 
Riley, Judy Newsome, Phil Kulinski, Bruce Greer, Debbie McDonald, Michelle Harshman, Lisa Barwick, Dorothy 
Portera, Nick Carmichael, Walt Karoll, Marianna Putnam, Dawn Weaver, Joan Burleigh, Donald Rembert, Steve 
Sussan, Betty Burnet, Carrie Claus, Dorothy Long, Bailey Law, Pr. Myers, Maurice Grove, Nancy Roschli, Margaret 
Shank, Jim McNicholas, Aunt Marie, Joan Evans, Steve Norman, Austin Phoebus, Joan & John Kusick, Robin 
Sealover, Kaidyn Jamison, Lennard Beecher, Jumela Beecher, Seth Bates, Steve White, Margret Krebbal, Frank 
Gailitz, Dan Gnau, Paula Feldman, Dolly Suiratt, Talu Elvove Arikan, Jim Bair, Craig Perry Beel, Joyce Craig, Aston 
Dean, Kattie Hale, Ray Morrison, Nicole Phelps, Kim Scott, Natalie Szparza, Pat Ward, Curtis Waters, Jason 
Whitney, Karen Wiley, Nick Wingate, and Jeanie Z., Will & Bernadine Boyce, Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Bill 
Gohl. 

Please contact Lynn Cox or Pastor with updates concerning the prayer list. 
 

Liturgy Copyright Information: From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright @2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24577. New Revised 
Standard Version copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America.  Music Copyright Information: Service Music, Hymns, and songs under copyright or 
administered by Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.  From CCLI.com. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under CCLI copyright Annual License #3273333. Permission to podcast / stream the music 
in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-735245. All rights reserved 
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