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WELCOME
GATHERING SONG

O Come, All Ye Faithful

ELW 283 verses 1 & 4

O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come and behold him,
born the king of angels:
Refrain
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!
Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n!
Word of the Father,
now in flesh appearing: Refrain
Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: attr. John Francis Wade
Tune Name: Adeste fideles

DIALOGUE
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.
Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness,
on them light has shined.
We have beheld Christ’s glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father.
To us a child is born, to us a Son is given.
In the Word was life,
and the life was the light of all people.
OPENING PRAYER
Almighty God, you have filled us with a new light of the Word who became flesh and lived among us. Let
the light of our faith shine in all we do; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

READINGS AND CAROLS
Isaiah 9:2-7
God Promises a King
The people walking in darkness
have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of deep darkness
a light has dawned.
You have enlarged the nation
and increased their joy;
they rejoice before you
as people rejoice at the harvest,
as warriors rejoice
when dividing the plunder.
For as in the day of Midian’s defeat,
you have shattered
the yoke that burdens them,
the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor.
Every warrior’s boot used in battle
and every garment rolled in blood
will be destined for burning,
will be fuel for the fire.
For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the greatness of his government and peace
there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne
and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it
with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever.
The zeal of the LORD Almighty
will accomplish this.
RESPONSE:

Lo, How a Rose e’er Blooming
Lo, how a rose e'er blooming
from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse's lineage coming
as seers of old have sung,
it came, a flow'r so bright,
amid the cold of winter,
when half-spent was the night.
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ELW 272 verses 1 & 3

This flow'r, whose fragrance tender
with sweetness fills the air,
dispels with glorious splendor
the darkness everywhere.
True man, yet very God,
from sin and death he saves us
and lightens ev'ry load.
Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth, 1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes,
1876-1948, st. 4
Music: Alte catholische geistliche Kirchengesänge, Köln, 1599; arr. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
Tune Name: Es ist ein Ros Public Domain

Micah 5:2-5a
The King will Come from Bethlehem
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me
one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old,
from ancient times.”
Therefore Israel will be abandoned
until the time when she who is in labor bears a son,
and the rest of his brothers return
to join the Israelites.
He will stand and shepherd his flock
in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they will live securely, for then his greatness
will reach to the ends of the earth.
And he will be our peace
when the Assyrians invade our land
and march through our fortresses.
We will raise against them seven shepherds,
even eight commanders,
RESPONSE:

O little town of Bethlehem
O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.
O holy child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in,
be born in us today.
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ELW 279 verses 1 & 4

We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;
oh, come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Immanuel!
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908
Tune Name: St. Louis
Public Domain

Matthew 2:1-11

The Magi Follow the Star

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came
to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it
rose and have come to worship him.”
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he had called together
all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be
born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:
“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. He
sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report
to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”
After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went
ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were
overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and
myrrh.
John 1:1-14

The mystery of the incarnation

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been
made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning
that light, so that through him all might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness
to the light.
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in the world, and though
the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own,
but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he
gave the right to become children of God— children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision
or a husband’s will, but born of God.
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one
and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
The word of the Lord and God’s people say, Thanks be to God
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RESPONSE:

What Child is This

ELW 296 verses 1 & 3

What child is this, who, laid to rest,
on Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud,
the babe, the son of Mary!
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh;
come, peasant, king, to own him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
let loving hearts enthrone him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
the virgin sings her lullaby;
joy, joy, for Christ is born,
the babe, the son of Mary!
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
Music: English ballad, 16th cent.
Tune Name: Greensleeves
Public Domain

GOSPEL: John 1:14-18
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16From his fullness we
have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s
heart, who has made him known.
MESSAGE
RESPONSIVE PRAYER
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Blessed are you, Prince of peace.
You rule the earth with truth and justice.
Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world.
Blessed are you, Son of Mary.
You share our humanity.
Have mercy on the sick, the dying,
and all who suffer this day.
Blessed are you, Son of God.
You dwell among us as the Word made flesh.
Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament
that we may bear your light to all the world.
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Blessing and Dismissal
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the
eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ child.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.
Sending Song

Go tell it on the mountain

ELW 290 verses 1 & 3

Refrain
Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and ev'rywhere;
go tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!
While shepherds kept their watching
o'er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light. Refrain
Down in a lonely manger
the humble Christ was born;
and God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain
Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Hymn Tune: Go Tell On the Mountain Public Domain

Go in peace. Christ is born! Share the gift of Jesus! Thanks be to God!

++++++ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER LIST+++++++
A Special Thank you to Salem’s choir for providing the voices for today’s hymns. Special thank you to Ruth
Phoebus and Mark Hoefler for being lectors today. And, also deep appreciation for Pastor Dick Kiesling, for
sharing the gospel and today’s message.
Thank you for continuing to support the ministries of our congregation during these unprecedented times. As it
becomes clear that we’re in this phase for a longer haul, we want to say a particular thanks for your faith, your
generosity, and your perseverance. Your faithful stewardship of all God’s gifts is the heart of disciple-making and
neighbor-loving.
OBD Casseroles will be picked up at Salem on Wednesday, January 20th at noon. Thank you for caring for the less
fortunate and your generosity.
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Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Family and friends of Sandy Barthel, Family and friends of David (friend of the
Temples), Family and Friends of Jerry Shank, Faith LeBrun, Susan Bernowski, Family and friends of Laura
Barthlome, Darlene Saffran & her daughter’s family, Howard Kramer, James Rickman, Mike, Thelma Preisinger,
Brenda Baker, Kimberley, Donna Glorioso, John Bragg, Barb Vogel, Jenny’s mom and sister Donna, Norma
Knudsen, Anne Mills, Rachel’s baby girl Diana, Capt’n Jim McMahan, Pr. Dick Kiesling, Karen, Donna Miller, Laura
Riley, Judy Newsome, Phil Kulinski, Bruce Greer, Debbie McDonald, Michelle Harshman, Lisa Barwick, Dorothy
Portera, Nick Carmichael, Walt Karoll, Marianna Putnam, Dawn Weaver, Joan Burleigh, Donald Rembert, Steve
Sussan, Betty Burnet, Carrie Claus, Dorothy Long, Bailey Law, Pr. Myers, Maurice Grove, Nancy Roschli, Margaret
Shank, Jim McNicholas, Aunt Marie, Joan Evans, Steve Norman, Austin Phoebus, Joan & John Kusick, Robin
Sealover, Kaidyn Jamison, Lennard Beecher, Jumela Beecher, Seth Bates, Steve White, Margret Krebbal, Frank
Gailitz, Dan Gnau, Paula Feldman, Dolly Suiratt, Talu Elvove Arikan, Jim Bair, Craig Perry Beel, Joyce Craig, Aston
Dean, Kattie Hale, Ray Morrison, Nicole Phelps, Kim Scott, Natalie Szparza, Pat Ward, Curtis Waters, Jason
Whitney, Karen Wiley, Nick Wingate, and Jeanie Z., Will & Bernadine Boyce, Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Bill
Gohl.
Please contact Lynn Cox or Pastor with updates concerning the prayer list.
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the United States of America. Music Copyright Information: Service Music, Hymns, and songs under copyright or
administered by Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. From CCLI.com. All rights reserved.
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