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MARCH 7TH, 2021 ~ 3RD SUNDAY IN LENT 
The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s history: the gift of the law to those 
God freed from slavery. The commandments begin with the statement that because God alone has freed us from 
the powers that oppressed us, we are to let nothing else claim first place in our lives. When Jesus throws the 
merchants out of the temple, he is defending the worship of God alone and rejecting the ways commerce and 
profit-making can become our gods. The Ten Commandments are essential to our baptismal call: centered first in 
God’s liberating love, we strive to live out justice and mercy in our communities and the world. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
      1The heavens declare the glory of God, 
  and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 
 2One day tells its tale to another, 
  and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
 3Although they have no words or language, 
  and their voices are not heard, 
 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world, 
  where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again; 
  nothing is hidden from its burning heat.  
 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 
  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
      8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 
  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P:   We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen 
P:   Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All:  Amen 
P:   If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, 
God who is faithful will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and personal confession. 
 

P:   God, who is rich in mercy, loves us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 
Christ. By grace we have been saved. 
 

-1- 



In the name of +Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen us with power through the 
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in our hearts through faith. 
All:  Amen 
 

GATHERING SONG          In the Cross of Christ I Glory                  ELW 324 verses 1 & 4 
 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
       tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time. 
       All the light of sacred story 

gathers round its head sublime.      
 

      Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
      By the cross are sanctified; 
      Peace is there that knows no measure, 
      Joys that through all time abide. 
 

Text: John Bowring, 1792–1872 
Music: Ithamar Conkey, 1815–1867 
Tune Name: Rathbun       
Public Domain 
 

GREETING  
P:  The grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you.    All:  Amen 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. Keep us steadfast 
in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

WORD 
FIRST READING: Exodus 20:1-17 
 

1God spoke all these words: 
  2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3you 
shall have no other gods before me. 
  4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or 
that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or 
worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, 
to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the 
thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
  7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit 
anyone who misuses his name. 
  8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 10But the 
seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your 
daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days 
the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore 
the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
  12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your 
God is giving you. 
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     13You shall not murder. 
  14You shall not commit adultery. 
  15You shall not steal. 
  16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
  17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or 
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 

THE PSALMODY: Psalm 19 
 

THE SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
 

GOSPEL: John 2:13-22 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 2nd chapter.    ALL: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found people 
selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of 
cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the 
coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves,  
“Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, 
“What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, 
and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was 
raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture 
and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord given to you.    ALL: Praise to you O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                    Canticle of the Turning.      ELW 723 Verses 1 & 4 
 

My soul cries out with a joyful shout 
      that the God of my heart is great, 
      and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 
      that you bring to the ones who wait. 
      You fixed your sight on your servant's plight, 
      and my weakness you did not spurn,  
      so from east to west shall my name be blest. 
      Could the world be about to turn? 
 

Refrain 
      My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
      Let the fires of your justice burn. 
      Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
      and the world is about to turn. 
 

Though the nations rage from age to age, 
      we remember who holds us fast: 
      God's mercy must deliver us  
      from the conqueror's crushing grasp. 
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This saving word that our forebears heard 
      is the promise which holds us bound, 
      till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 
      who is turning the world around.  Refrain 
 

Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat 
Music: Irish traditional 
Tune Name: Star of County Down 
Reported to OneLicense Song # 00762 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,   

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,  
and was buried; he descended to the dead.*   
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.      All: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL BLESSING 
Jesus, we believe you are present in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. We love You above all 

things and we desire to receive You into our souls. Since we cannot now receive You sacramentally, 
come spiritually into our hearts. We embrace You as You are already there, and because of You we are 
united with You in death and in life. Never permit us to be separated from You.  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass  
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

SENDING 
BLESSING  
You are what God made you to be: 
     created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. 

     God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.  Amen. 
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SENDING SONG              Lift High the Cross            ELW 660 verses 1 & 4 
 

Refrain 
      Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
      till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 

Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 
      our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 
 

So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
      praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 
 

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956 
Music: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947 
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company 
Tune Name: Crucifer 
Reported to OneLicense Song # 101152 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God.    ALL:  Thanks be to God.  
 
 

++++++ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER LIST+++++++ 
 

A Special Thank you to Salem’s choir for providing the voices for today’s hymns.  Special thank you to Carol 
Temple for reading today.  
 

Thank you for continuing to support the ministries of our congregation during these unprecedented times. As it 
becomes clear that we’re in this phase for a longer haul, we want to say a particular thanks for your faith, your 
generosity, and your perseverance. Your faithful stewardship of all God’s gifts is the heart of disciple-making and 
neighbor-loving. 
 

Our Daily Bread ~ 20 casseroles were prepared and delivered for the month of February. Thank you for caring for 
the less fortunate and your generosity. ODB has an abundance of meals and has requested we wait until April to  
contribute the casseroles.  
 

Easter Lilies ~ Easter is April 4th and the lilies are ordered.  Please contact/email Mike Whitacre to sign-up & how 
you would like the plants designated. In honor of, In memory of, To the glory of God. Each plant is $8. 
 

ONLINE DONATIONS ARE OPTIONAL ~ If interested, CLICK ON THE LINK AT THE BOTTOM OF SALEM’S WEBSITE 
TO DONATE!  http://www.salemjarrettsville.org/   Contact Ned Cockey for more information.  Please know you 
may continue to send your donations as is comfortable for you. 
 

Salem’s Lenten Project ~ Throughout the Lenten season, Salem is working through ELCA World Hunger collecting 
funds to purchase goats at a cost of $50 each. Whatever you are able to donate will go towards the purchase of a 
portion of a goat.  Please watch the Online Worship Announcements from Mark Hoefler! 
 

St. Patrick’s Day  (March 17th)Take Home Soup  & Friday April 2nd Take Home Fish Fry Dinner ~ Please contact 
Lynn Cox to help with these Lenten Traditions. 
 
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Pastor Michael Ronning, Family and friends of Pastor Louiisa Groce, Mildred Taylor, 
Family and Friends of Barb Vogel, Carol Porter, Cindy Miller, Family and friends of Ed Barthlome, Charlie Phoebus, 
Douglas Porter, Austin Phoebus (military), Deana Vanhart, Faith LeBrun, Howard Kramer, James Rickman, Mike, 
Thelma Preisinger, Brenda Baker, Kimberley, Donna Glorioso, John Bragg, Jenny’s mom and sister Donna, Norma 
Knudsen, Anne Mills, Rachel’s baby girl Diana, Capt’n Jim McMahan, Pr. Dick Kiesling, Karen, Donna Miller, Laura 
Riley, Judy Newsome, Bruce Greer, Debbie McDonald, Michelle Harshman, Lisa Barwick, Dorothy Portera, Nick 
Carmichael, Walt Karoll, Marianna Putnam, Dawn Weaver, Joan Burleigh, Donald Rembert, Steve Sussan, Betty 
Burnet, Carrie Claus, Dorothy Long, Bailey Law, Pr. Myers, Maurice Grove, Nancy Roschli, Margaret Shank,  
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Jim McNicholas, Aunt Marie, Joan Evans, Steve Norman, Joan & John Kusick, Robin Sealover, Kaidyn Jamison, 
Jumela Beecher, Seth Bates, Steve White, Margret Krebbal, Frank Gailitz, Dan Gnau, Paula Feldman, Dolly Suiratt, 
Talu Elvove Arikan, Jim Bair, Craig Perry Beel, Joyce Craig, Aston Dean, Kattie Hale, Ray Morrison, Nicole Phelps, 
Kim Scott, Natalie Szparza, Pat Ward, Curtis Waters, Jason Whitney, Karen Wiley, Nick Wingate, and Jeanie Z., Will 
& Bernadine Boyce, Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Bill Gohl. 

Please contact Lynn Cox or Pastor with updates concerning the prayer list. 
 

Liturgy Copyright Information: From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright @2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24577. New Revised 
Standard Version copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America.  Music Copyright Information: All songs reported. All rights reserved. Service Music, 
Hymns, and songs under copyright or administered by Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg 
Fortress.  From CCLI.com. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under CCLI copyright Annual License 
#3273333. Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-
735245. All rights reserved. 
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