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MARCH 21ST,  2021 ~ 5TH SUNDAY IN LENT 
God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a covenant that will allow all the people 
to know God by heart. The church sees this promise fulfilled in Christ, who draws all people to himself when he is 
lifted up on the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us to God’s heart through Christ and draws God’s love and 
truth into our hearts. We join together in worship, sharing in word, song, and meal, and leave strengthened to 
share God’s love with all the world. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
     Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
   Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me. 
   Cast me not away from your presence, 
  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P:   We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen 
P:   Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All:  Amen 
P:   If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, 
God who is faithful will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection  
All:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live 
for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

P:   God, who is rich in mercy, loves us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 
Christ. By grace we have been saved. 
 

In the name of +Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen us with power through the 
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in our hearts through faith. 
All:  Amen 
 

GATHERING SONG         Now the Green Blade Rises                  ELW 379 verses 1 & 4 
 

 
 -1- 



Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
     wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
     love lives again, that with the dead has been; 
     love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
     your touch can call us back to life again, 
     fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; 
     love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

Text: John Macleod Campbell Crum, 1872–1958 
Music: French Carol 
Text © Oxford University Press 
Tune Name:  Nöel Nouvelet 
Song Reported  OneLicense Song #95512 
 

GREETING  
P:  The grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you.    All:  Amen 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our prayers. Strengthen us 
to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

WORD 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took 
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their 
husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know 
the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will 
forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 

THE PSALMODY: Psalm 51:1-12 
 

THE SECOND READING: Hebrews 5:5-10 
 

GOSPEL: John 12:20-33 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 12th chapter.    ALL: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

               20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and 
told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come 
for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 
dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and 
those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, 
and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
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      27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this 
reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I  
have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was 
thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your  
sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out.  
32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the 
kind of death he was to die. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord given to you.    ALL: Praise to you O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                  My Lord, What a Morning   ELW 438 Verses 1 & 2 
Refrain 

            My Lord, what a morning; 
            my Lord, what a morning; 
            oh, my Lord, what a morning, 
            when the stars begin to fall. 
 

            You will hear the trumpet sound, 
            to wake the nations underground, 
            looking to my God's right hand, 
            when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 
 

            You will hear the sinner cry, 
            to wake the nations underground, 
            looking to my God's right hand, 
           when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 
Text: African American spiritual 
Music: African American spiritual 
Tune Name:  Burleigh 
Public Domain 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,   

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,  
and was buried; he descended to the dead.*   
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.      All: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL BLESSING 
Jesus, we believe you are present in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. We love You above all 

things and we desire to receive You into our souls. Since we cannot now receive You sacramentally, 
come spiritually into our hearts. We embrace You as You are already there, and because of You we are 
united with You in death and in life. Never permit us to be separated from You.  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass  
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

SENDING 
BLESSING  
You are what God made you to be: 
     created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. 

     God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.  Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less                 ELW 597 verses 1 & 2 
 

My hope is built on nothing less 
      than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
      no merit of my own I claim, 
      but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 
 

Refrain 
      On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
      all other ground is sinking sand. 
 

When darkness veils his lovely face, 
      I rest on his unchanging grace; 
      in ev'ry high and stormy gale 
     my anchor holds within the veil.  Refrain 
 

Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt. 
Music: John B. Dykes, 1823-1876 
Tune Name:  Melita 
Public Domain 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God.    ALL:  Thanks be to God.  
 
 

++++++ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER LIST+++++++ 
 

A Special Thank you to Salem’s choir for providing the voices for today’s hymns.  Special thank you to Glenn 
Deuchler for reading today.  
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Thank you for continuing to support the ministries of our congregation during these unprecedented times. As it 
becomes clear that we’re in this phase for a longer haul, we want to say a particular thanks for your faith, your 
generosity, and your perseverance. Your faithful stewardship of all God’s gifts is the heart of disciple-making and 
neighbor-loving. 
 

Our Daily Bread ~ Thank you for caring for the less fortunate and your generosity. We look forward to April for 
the next casserole pickup. 
 

Easter Lilies ~ Easter is April 4th and the lilies are ordered.  Please contact/email Mike Whitacre to sign-up & how 
you would like the plants designated. In honor of, In memory of, To the glory of God. Each plant is $8. 
 

ONLINE DONATIONS ARE OPTIONAL ~ If interested, CLICK ON THE LINK AT THE BOTTOM OF SALEM’S WEBSITE 
TO DONATE!  http://www.salemjarrettsville.org/   Contact Ned Cockey for more information.  Please know you 
may continue to send your donations as is comfortable for you. 
 

Salem’s Lenten Project ~ Throughout the Lenten season, Salem is working through ELCA World Hunger collecting 
funds to purchase goats at a cost of $50 each. Whatever you are able to donate will go towards the purchase of a 
portion of a goat.  Please watch the Online Worship Announcements from Mark Hoefler! 
 

Want to spread encouragement?  Let’s send notes / cards of care to Charlie Phoebus.  
Sterling Care Riverside 

 C/O Charles Phoebus 
 1123 Belcamp Garth 
 Room 102 
 Belcamp, MD 21017 
 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Family and friends of Matt Sherman,Pastor Michael Ronning, Family and friends of 
Pastor Louisa Groce, Family and friends of Jim Bair, Mildred Taylor, Family and Friends of Barb Vogel, Carol Porter, 
Cindy Miller, Charlie Phoebus, Douglas Porter, Austin Phoebus (military), Deana Vanhart, Faith LeBrun, Howard 
Kramer, James Rickman, Mike, Thelma Preisinger, Brenda Baker, Kimberley, Donna Glorioso, John Bragg, Jenny’s 
mom and sister Donna, Norma Knudsen, Anne Mills, Rachel’s baby girl Diana, Capt’n Jim McMahan, Pr. Dick 
Kiesling, Karen, Donna Miller, Laura Riley, Judy Newsome, Bruce Greer, Debbie McDonald, Michelle Harshman, 
Lisa Barwick, Dorothy Portera, Nick Carmichael, Walt Karoll, Marianna Putnam, Dawn Weaver, Joan Burleigh, 
Donald Rembert, Steve Sussan, Betty Burnet, Carrie Claus, Dorothy Long, Bailey Law, Pr. Myers, Maurice Grove, 
Nancy Roschli, Margaret Shank, Jim McNicholas, Aunt Marie, Joan Evans, Steve Norman, Joan & John Kusick, 
Robin Sealover, Kaidyn Jamison, Jumela Beecher, Seth Bates, Steve White, Margret Krebbal, Frank Gailitz, Dan 
Gnau, Paula Feldman, Dolly Suiratt, Talu Elvove Arikan, Jim Bair, Craig Perry Beel, Joyce Craig, Aston Dean, Kattie 
Hale, Ray Morrison, Nicole Phelps, Kim Scott, Natalie Szparza, Pat Ward, Curtis Waters, Jason Whitney, Karen 
Wiley, Nick Wingate, and Jeanie Z., Will & Bernadine Boyce, Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Bill Gohl. 

Please contact Lynn Cox or Pastor with updates concerning the prayer list. 
 

Liturgy Copyright Information: From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright @2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24577. New Revised 
Standard Version copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America.  Music Copyright Information: All songs reported. All rights reserved. Service Music, 
Hymns, and songs under copyright or administered by Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg 
Fortress.  From CCLI.com. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under CCLI copyright Annual License 
#3273333. Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-
735245. All rights reserved. 
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