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SEPTEMBER 12TH, 2021 ~ SEASON OF PENTECOST LECTIONARY 24  
God’s Work Our Hands 

 

This Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Church of America (ELCA) – one church, 
freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor.  The ongoing acts of service we share together with, the kind of 
work we do each day loving our neighbors and making our community a better place exemplifies one of our basic 
Lutheran convictions: All of life in Jesus Christ – every act of service, in daily calling, in every corner of life – 
flows freely from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. 
 
 

GATHERING & WELCOME 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                              Psalm 116:1-9         We read responsively by whole verse 
 

       1I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, 
  and listened to my supplication, 
 2for the LORD has given ear to me 
  whenever I called. 
 3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; 
  I came to grief and sorrow. 
 4Then I called upon the name of the LORD: 
  “O LORD, I pray you, save my life.”  
 5Gracious is the LORD and righteous; 
  our God is full of compassion. 
 6The LORD watches over the innocent; 
  I was brought low, and God saved me. 
 7Turn again to your rest, O my soul. 
  for the LORD has dealt well with you. 
 8For you have rescued my life from death, 
  my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling; 
 9I will walk in the presence of the LORD 
  in the land  of the living.  
 

GREETING  
The grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, the love of God and the communion of  
the Holy Spirit be with you.  And, also with you.      
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of the cross you 
transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our 
cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
WORD 

 

 



FIRST READING:  Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 

     4The Lord GOD has given me 
  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— 
  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 
  from insult and spitting. 
 7The Lord GOD helps me; 
  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  8he who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; 
  who will declare me guilty? 
 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 
 

SECOND READING: James 3:1-12 
 

      1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach 
will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no 
mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into 
the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at ships: though 
they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder 
wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great 
exploits.  
  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among 
our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is 
itself set on fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed 
and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of 
deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the 
likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought 
not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a 
fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 
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Word of God.  Word of Life.   Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 8:27-38  
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 8th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

27 And Jesus went on with his disciples, to the villages of Caesare′a Philippi; and on the way he asked his 
disciples, “Who do men say that I am?” 28 And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Eli′jah; 
and others one of the prophets.” 29 And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter 
answered him, “You are the Christ.” 30 And he charged them to tell no one about him. 31 And he began 
to teach them that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and the chief 
priests and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 And he said this plainly. And 
Peter took him, and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter, and 
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not on the side of God, but of men.” 34 And he called to him 
the multitude with his disciples, and said to them, “If any man would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35 For whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever 
loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it. 36 For what does it profit a man, to gain the whole 
world and forfeit his life? 37 For what can a man give in return for his life? 38 For whoever is ashamed of 
me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of man also be 
ashamed, when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

The Gospel of the Lord given to you.   Praise be to You, O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                            Lift High the Cross                                   ELW 660 vs 2 & 4 
 

Refrain 
    Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
    till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 

All newborn servants of the Crucified 
   bear on their brows the seal of him who died.  Refrain 
 

So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
   praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 

      
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956 
Music: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947 
Tune Name: Crucifer 
Reported to OneLicense Song # 59074 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
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and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.                  
 

BLESSING 
 

People of God, 
     you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  The living Word dwells in you.  Thanks be to God.  
 
 

*****ANNOUNCEMENTS***** 
 

We give thanks to you Salem Choir for leading us in music! And, we give thanks for Cathy Hoefler and the gift of 
music she adds to the worship service. 
 

Altar Flowers are given in honor of the survivors of the September 11th terrorists attacks 20 years ago by The 
Grove Family. 
 

Our Daily Bread ~ Thank you for caring for the less fortunate and for your generosity.   24 casseroles  were 
delivered for the month of September. 
 

September 12 – Celebration of God’s Work Our Hands - Grandparents and Church Picnic Sunday today!  
 

September 19 - Rally Day & BackPack Blessing & Ice Cream 
 

Council Meeting Tuesday, September 14, 2021 - 7:00pm at church. 
 

Mason Dixon Food Pantry ~ Thank you for donating non-perishable food items for folks in the community. The 
collection bin is located under the coat rack in the Narthex. Thank you Sarah for delivering the food items! 
 

Interested in online giving to Salem and her ministries?  Check out Salem’s website 
 

Salem’s Fall Craft Fair and Flea Market is slated for Oct. 2nd ~ Contact Lynn Cox.  Signup sheet is in the narthex 
 

Want to spread encouragement?  Let’s send notes / cards of care to: 
Sterling Care Riverside    
C/O Charles Phoebus - 1123 Belcamp Garth ~ Room 219A  
Belcamp, MD 21017  
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Ongoing Prayer Concerns:  Family and friends of Thelma Preisinger, Paul Foutz, Family and friends of Mary Anne 
Hollman, Family and friends of John Dorsett, Mary Jane Fignisky, Ray Hebert, Daisy Lukens, Steve Awalt, Tony 
Garner, Ed Insel, Jumela Beecher, Lauren, John Dorsett, Cathy Preston, Elfriede Kiesling, Lance Graham,  Debbie 
Connor, Judy Newsome, baby Diana, Gloria Mallard, Brent Przychoda, Cathy Marowski, Georgia Coleman, Cindy 
Miller, Charlie Phoebus, Austin Phoebus (military), Deana Vanhart, Faith LeBrun, Howard Kramer, James 
Rickman, Brenda Baker, Donna Glorioso, John Bragg, Pr. Dick Kiesling, Donna Miller, Bruce Greer, Debbie 
McDonald, Michelle Harshman, Lisa Barwick, Nick Carmichael, Walt Karoll, Marianna Putnam, Dawn Weaver, 
Joan Burleigh, Donald Rembert, Betty Burnet, Carrie Claus, Dorothy Long, Bailey Law, Pr. Myers, Maurice Grove, 
Nancy Roschli, Margaret Shank, Jim McNicholas, Joan & John Kusick, Robin Sealover, Kaidyn Jamison, Margret 
Krebbal, Frank Gailitz, Dolly Suiratt, Talu Elvove Arikan, Joyce Craig, Kattie Hale, Ray Morrison, Nicole Phelps, Kim 
Scott, Natalie Szparza, Pat Ward, Curtis Waters, Jason Whitney, Karen Wiley, Nick Wingate, and Jeanie Z., Will & 
Bernadine Boyce, Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Bill Gohl. 

Contact Lynn Cox or Pastor with updates to prayer list. 
 

Please contact Lynn Cox or Pastor with updates concerning the prayer list. 
  

All songs reported. All rights reserved. Service Music, Hymns, and songs under copyright or administered by Augsburg 
Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.  From CCLI.com. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under CCLI 
copyright Annual License #3273333. Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 
with license #A-735245. All rights reserved.                                                                                                                  
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