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SEPTEMBER 26TH, 2021 ~ SEASON OF PENTECOST LECTIONARY 26  
Someone who isn’t part of Jesus’ own circle is casting out demons in Jesus’ name, and the disciples want him 
stopped. They appeal to Jesus, as Joshua did to Moses about the elders who prophesied without official 
authorization. Like Moses, Jesus refuses to see this as a threat. Jesus welcomes good being done in his name, 
even when it is not under his control. The circle we form around Jesus’ word must be able to value good being 
done in ways we wouldn’t do it, by people we can’t keep tabs on. 
 

GATHERING & WELCOME 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP     Psalm 19:7-14          We read responsively by whole verse 
 

        7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 
  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
 8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 
  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
 9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 
  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous together. 
 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  
 11By them also is your servant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 12Who can detect one’s own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get 
         dominion over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great  
         offense. 
      14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in   
         your sight, 
      O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.  
 

GREETING  
The grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, the love of God and the communion of  
the Holy Spirit be with you.  And, also with you.      
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you. Give us a share of your 
Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   
 

WORD 
 
 

FIRST READING: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 
          4The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and said, “If only 
we had meat to eat! 5We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the 



melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 6but now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at 
all but this manna to look at.” 
  10Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of their tents. 
Then the LORD became very angry, and Moses was displeased. 11So Moses said to the LORD, “Why have 
you treated your servant so badly? Why have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of 
all this people on me? 12Did I conceive all this people? Did I give birth to them, that you should say to 
me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child, to the land that you promised on 
oath to their ancestors’? 13Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they come weeping to 
me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14I am not able to carry all this people alone, for they are too heavy 
for me. 15If this is the way you are going to treat me, put me to death at once—if I have found favor in 
your sight—and do not let me see my misery.” 
  16So the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be 
the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of meeting, and have them take 
their place there with you.” 
  24So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and he gathered seventy elders of 
the people, and placed them all around the tent. 25Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to 
him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit 
rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again. 
  26Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the spirit 
rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they 
prophesied in the camp. 27And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in 
the camp.” 28And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord 
Moses, stop them!” 29But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD‘s 
people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit on them!” 
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 
 
 

SECOND READING: James 5:13-20 
   13Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. 
14Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, 
anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord 
will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins 
to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is 
powerful and effective. 17Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not 
rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18Then he prayed again, and the 
heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 
  19My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by 
another, 20you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s 
soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 
 

Word of God.  Word of Life.   Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 9:38-50 (RSV)  
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 9th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

     “Teacher,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your name and we told him to stop, 
because he was not one of us.” 
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“Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “For no one who does a miracle in my name can in the next moment say 
anything bad about me, for whoever is not against us is for us. Truly I tell you, anyone who gives you a 
cup of water in my name because you belong to the Messiah will certainly not lose their reward. 
“If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be better 
for them if a large millstone were hung around their neck and they were thrown into the sea. If your 
hand causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than with two hands to 
go into hell, where the fire never goes out. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better 
for you to enter life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you 
to stumble, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two 
eyes and be thrown into hell, where 

“‘the worms that eat them do not die, 
     and the fire is not quenched.’ 
Everyone will be salted with fire. 
 “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have salt among 
yourselves, and be at peace with each other.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                     How Small Our Span of Life      ELW 636 Vs 1 & 4 
 

         How small our span of life, O God, 
        our years from birth till death: 
        a single beat within the heart, 
        the catching of a breath, 
        a drop within the ocean's deep, 
        a grain upon the shore, 
        a flash of light before we sleep 

     to see the sun no more. 
 

         We thank you, God, for kindling faith 
        that lights our transient years, 
        illumining our pilgrimage 
        through mists of doubt and fears; 
        for hope that sees a life beyond 
        the swiftly passing days; 
        for love, both human and divine, 
        that lifts our hearts to praise. 
 

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923 
Music: English traditional 
Tune Name: Kingsfold 
Reported to OneLicense Song # 29608 
      

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.                  
 

BLESSING 
 

People of God, 
     you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  The living Word dwells in you.  Thanks be to God.  
 
 

*****ANNOUNCEMENTS***** 
 

We give thanks to you Salem Choir for leading us in music! And, we give thanks for Cathy Hoefler and the gift of 
music she adds to the worship service. 
 

Altar Flowers are given to the honor and glory of God by Carolyn and Bud Ruth 
 

Our Daily Bread ~ Thank you for caring for the less fortunate and for your generosity.   The next casserole pickup 
is Monday, November 8th at 11:30AM. 
 

Blessing of the Animals TODAY - Sunday, September 26, 2021, 11:00am–1:00pm. Drop by the front grassy area 
between the church and the Children’s Center with your pet for a blessing and special treat. 
 

Mason Dixon Food Pantry ~ Thank you for donating non-perishable food items for folks in the community. The 
collection bin is located under the coat rack in the Narthex. Thank you Sarah for delivering the food items! 
 

Salem’s Fall Craft Fair and Flea Market is slated for Oct. 2nd ~ Contact Lynn Cox.  Signup sheet is in the narthex 
Advanced Apple Butter orders sign-up sheet in Narthex 
Craft Fair & Flea Market Fliers to take and share are in the Narthex 
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Interested in online giving to Salem and her ministries?  Check out Salem’s website 
 

Want to spread encouragement?  Let’s send notes / cards of care to: 
Sterling Care Riverside    
C/O Charles Phoebus - 1123 Belcamp Garth ~ Room 219A  
Belcamp, MD 21017  

 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:  Family and Friends of Rudy Jimenez, Mildred Taylor, Family and friends of Thelma 
Preisinger, Paul Foutz, Family and friends of Mary Anne Hollman, Family and friends of John Dorsett, Mary Jane 
Fignisky, Ray Hebert, Daisy Lukens, Steve Awalt, Tony Garner, Ed Insel, Jumela Beecher, Lauren, John Dorsett, 
Cathy Preston, Elfriede Kiesling, Lance Graham,  Debbie Connor, Judy Newsome, baby Diana, Gloria Mallard, 
Brent Przychoda, Cathy Marowski, Georgia Coleman, Cindy Miller, Charlie Phoebus, Austin Phoebus (military), 
Deana Vanhart, Faith LeBrun, Howard Kramer, James Rickman, Brenda Baker, Donna Glorioso, John Bragg, Pr. 
Dick Kiesling, Donna Miller, Debbie McDonald, Michelle Harshman, Lisa Barwick, Nick Carmichael, Walt Karoll, 
Marianna Putnam, Joan Burleigh, Donald Rembert, Betty Burnet, Carrie Claus, Dorothy Long, Bailey Law, Pr. 
Myers, Maurice Grove, Nancy Roschli, Margaret Shank, Jim McNicholas, Joan & John Kusick, Robin Sealover, 
Kaidyn Jamison, Margret Krebbal, Frank Gailitz, Dolly Suiratt, Talu Elvove Arikan, Joyce Craig, Kattie Hale, Ray 
Morrison, Nicole Phelps, Kim Scott, Natalie Szparza, Pat Ward, Curtis Waters, Jason Whitney, Karen Wiley, Nick 
Wingate, and Jeanie Z., Will & Bernadine Boyce, Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Bill Gohl. 

Contact Lynn Cox or Pastor with updates to prayer list. 
 

Please contact Lynn Cox or Pastor with updates concerning the prayer list. 
  

All songs reported. All rights reserved. Service Music, Hymns, and songs under copyright or administered by Augsburg 
Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.  From CCLI.com. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under CCLI 
copyright Annual License #3273333. Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 
with license #A-735245. All rights reserved.                                                                                                                  
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