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OCTOBER 3rd, 2021 ~ SEASON OF PENTECOST LECTIONARY 27  
Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of us uncomfortable with a story we find comforting. Jesus’ 
saying on divorce is another of his rejections of human legislation in favor of the original intent of God’s law. 
Jesus’ rebuke of the disciples who are fending off the children should challenge us as well. What does it mean to 
receive the kingdom of God as a child does? 
 

GATHERING & WELCOME 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and whose love 
is endless.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
 

God our comforter: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and 
greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your 
love to love our neighbors as ourselves.  Amen. 
 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you 
righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.  Amen 
 

GREETING  
The grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, the love of God and the communion of  
the Holy Spirit be with you.  And, also with you.      
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another. Form us for life that 
is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we may reflect the image of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING:  Genesis 2:18-24 
 

      18The LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his 
partner.” 19So out of the ground the LORD God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the 
air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called every 
living creature, that was its name. 20The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to 
every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. 21So the LORD 
God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up 
its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman 
and brought her to the man. 23Then the man said,  
 “This at last is bone of my bones 
                                                



         and flesh of my flesh; 
 this one shall be called Woman, 
  for out of Man this one was taken.” 
24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh.    

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 
 

PSALMODY: Psalm 8             We read responsively by whole verse 
 1O LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants 
         and children; 
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and 
         avenger. 
 3When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
  the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
     4what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 
  human beings that you should care for them?  
 5Yet you have made them little less than divine; 
  with glory and honor you crown them. 
 6You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 
  you have put all things under their feet: 
 7all flocks and cattle, 
  even the wild beasts of the field, 
 8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 
  and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 
 9O LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 
1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also 
created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and 
he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has 
inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
 2:5Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. 6But someone 
has testified somewhere,  
 “What are human beings that you are mindful of them, 
  or mortals, that you care for them? 
        7You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; 
  you have crowned them with glory and honor, 
  8subjecting all things under their feet.” 
Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do not yet see 
everything in subjection to them,9but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the 
angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of 
God he might taste death for everyone. 
  10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to  
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glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11For the one who 
sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call 
them brothers and sisters, 12saying,  
 “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, 
  in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 
 

Word of God.  Word of Life.   Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 10:2-16 (RSV)  
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 10th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” He 
answered them, “What did Moses command you?” They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a 
certificate of divorce, and to put her away.” But Jesus said to them, “For your hardness of heart he 
wrote you this commandment. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 
‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, 
let not man put asunder.” 
 

And in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. And he said to them, “Whoever 
divorces his wife and marries another, commits adultery against her; and if she divorces her husband 
and marries another, she commits adultery.” 
 

And they were bringing children to him, that he might touch them; and the disciples rebuked them. But 
when Jesus saw it he was indignant, and said to them, “Let the children come to me, do not hinder 
them; for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” And he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying 
his hands upon them. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY               If You But Trust in God to Guide You                        ELW 769 vs 1 & 4 
 

       If you but trust in God to guide you 
            with gentle hand through all your ways, 
            you'll find that God is there beside you 
            when crosses come, in trying days. 
            Trust then in God's unchanging love; 
           build on the rock that will not move. 
 

       Sing, pray, and keep God's ways unswerving, 
            offer your service faithfully. 
            Trust heaven's word; though undeserving, 
            you'll find this promise true to be. 
            This is our confidence indeed:  
            God never fails in time of need. 
 

Text: Georg Neumark, 1621-1681; tr. composite 
Music: Georg Neumark 
Tune Name: Wer nur den lieben Gott 
Reported to OneLicense Song # 02540 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL BLESSING 
Let us pray, 

Jesus, we believe you are present in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. We love You above all 
things and we desire to receive You into our souls. Since we cannot now receive You  
sacramentally, come spiritually into our hearts. We embrace You as You are already there, and because 
of You we are united with You in death and in life. Never permit us to be separated from You.  Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.                  
 

BLESSING 
 

People of God, 
     you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  The living Word dwells in you.  Thanks be to God.  
 
 

*****ANNOUNCEMENTS***** 
 

We give thanks to you Salem Choir for leading us in music! And, we give thanks for Cathy Hoefler and the gift of 
music she adds to the worship service. 
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Altar Flowers are given to the honor and glory of God by the Whitacre family 
 

Our Daily Bread ~ Thank you for caring for the less fortunate and for your generosity.  Next casserole pickup is 
Monday, November 8, 2021 at 11:30AM 

 

Mason Dixon Food Pantry ~ Thank you for donating non-perishable food items for folks in the community. The 
collection bin is located under the coat rack in the Narthex. Thank you Sarah for delivering the food items! 
 

Interested in online giving to Salem and her ministries?  Check out Salem’s website 
 

Want to spread encouragement?  Let’s send notes / cards of care to: 
Sterling Care Riverside    
C/O Charles Phoebus - 1123 Belcamp Garth ~ Room 219A  
Belcamp, MD 21017  

 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:  Family and Friends of Rudy Jimenez, Mildred Taylor, Family and friends of Thelma 
Preisinger, Paul Foutz, Family and friends of Mary Anne Hollman, Family and friends of John Dorsett, Mary Jane 
Fignisky, Ray Hebert, Daisy Lukens, Steve Awalt, Tony Garner, Ed Insel, Jumela Beecher, Lauren, John Dorsett, 
Cathy Preston, Elfriede Kiesling, Lance Graham,  Debbie Connor, Judy Newsome, baby Diana, Gloria Mallard, 
Brent Przychoda, Cathy Marowski, Georgia Coleman, Cindy Miller, Charlie Phoebus, Austin Phoebus (military), 
Deana Vanhart, Faith LeBrun, Howard Kramer, James Rickman, Brenda Baker, Donna Glorioso, John Bragg, Pr. 
Dick Kiesling, Donna Miller, Debbie McDonald, Michelle Harshman, Lisa Barwick, Nick Carmichael, Walt Karoll, 
Marianna Putnam, Joan Burleigh, Donald Rembert, Betty Burnet, Carrie Claus, Dorothy Long, Bailey Law, Pr. 
Myers, Maurice Grove, Nancy Roschli, Margaret Shank, Jim McNicholas, Joan & John Kusick, Robin Sealover, 
Kaidyn Jamison, Margret Krebbal, Frank Gailitz, Dolly Suiratt, Talu Elvove Arikan, Joyce Craig, Kattie Hale, Ray 
Morrison, Nicole Phelps, Kim Scott, Natalie Szparza, Pat Ward, Curtis Waters, Jason Whitney, Karen Wiley, Nick 
Wingate, and Jeanie Z., Will & Bernadine Boyce, Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Bill Gohl. 

Contact Lynn Cox or Pastor with updates to prayer list. 
 

Please contact Lynn Cox or Pastor with updates concerning the prayer list. 
  

All songs reported. All rights reserved. Service Music, Hymns, and songs under copyright or administered by Augsburg 
Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.  From CCLI.com. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under CCLI 
copyright Annual License #3273333. Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 
with license #A-735245. All rights reserved.                                                                                                                  
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