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Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed in a human person.
Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we
celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered
assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we
receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth.

GATHERING & WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who sends the word with angels,

who is made flesh among all peoples,

and who breathes peace on all the earth.

Amen.

In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.

Holy God,

we confess our sin before you.

We replace compassion with competition.

We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek.
We are quick to anger but slow to forgive.

We have not put on love in harmony with you.
Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word.
Swaddle our hearts with your peace,

that all we do, in word or deed,

may reflect your love born among us. Amen.

| bring you good news of great joy for all people:
God has come among us in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord + In Christ your sins are forgiven and
you are clothed in peace. Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you. And also with you

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace
empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



WORD
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14

'Thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
‘With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations | will lead them back,
| will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for | have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
°Hear the word of the LorD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
“For the LorD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
“They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
3Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
| will turn their mourning into joy,
| will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
“1 will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God

PSALMODY: Psalm 147:12-20
?Worship the Lorp, O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion,
Swho has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blessed your children within you.



“God has established peace on your borders
and satisfies you with the finest wheat.

>God sends out a command to the earth,
a word that runs very swiftly.

*God gives snow like wool,
scattering frost like ashes.

’God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand against God’s cold?

®The Lorp sends forth the word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the waters flow.

°God declares the word to Jacob,
statutes and judgments to Israel.

*The Lorp has not done so to any other nation;
they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14

*Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, “just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the
world to be holy and blameless before him in love. °He destined us for adoption as his children through
Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, °to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely
bestowed on us in the Beloved. ’In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight °he
has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ,
19as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.
“In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him
who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, *’so that we, who were the first to set
our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. **In him you also, when you had heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the
promised Holy Spirit; *“this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people,
to the praise of his glory.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God

HOLY GOSPEL: John 1:9-18 & St. Matthew 2:1-6
The Holy Gospel according to St. John & St. Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord

9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. °He was in the world, and the
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. *He came to what was his own,
and his own people did not accept him. *?But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he
gave power to become children of God, **who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of
the will of man, but of God.

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. *>(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom |
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.””) ‘°From his fullness we
have all received, grace upon grace. ’The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. **No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s
heart, who has made him known.
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GOSPEL OF St. Matthew 2:1-6
'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came
to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his
star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” *When King Herod heard this, he was frightened,
and all Jerusalem with him; “and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. *They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it
has been written by the prophet:
®“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.”

The Holy Gospel given to you. Praise to you, O Christ
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY O Come, All Ye Faithful ELW 283 vs. 3&4

Refrain O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

Yea, Lord, we greet thee,

born this happy morning;

Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n!

Word of the Father,

now in flesh appearing: Refrain
Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: attr. John Francis Wade
Tune Name: Adeste fideles Public Domain

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. *On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSIONS

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL BLESSING
Let us pray,
Jesus, we believe you are present in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. We love You above all
things and we desire to receive You into our souls. Since we cannot now receive You
sacramentally, come spiritually into our hearts. We embrace You as You are already there, and because
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of You we are united with You in death and in life. Never permit us to be separated from You. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Oh, Jesus Christ, Messiah of us all, grant us the awareness to hear your counsel, the confidence to trust
your strength, the faith to receive your life, the grace to accept your peace. Lord remember us in your
kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the power
of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. Thanks be to God.

C: Thanks be to God! Amen!
*EEEXANNOUNCEMENTS  * ***

We give thanks to Cathy Hoefler and the choir for leading us in music.
Sunday January 2, 2022 — Worship Service Time begins at 10:00am

Our Daily Bread ~ Thank you for providing and caring for the less fortunate and for your generosity. Next
delivery date is January 10, 2022.

Mason Dixon Food Pantry ~ Thank you for donating non-perishable food items for folks Sarah Keller takes the
items to Mason Dixon at least once a month. The collection bin is located under the coat rack in the Narthex.
Thank you, Sarah, for delivering the food items!

Interested in online giving to Salem and her ministries? Check out Salem’s website

Want to spread encouragement? Let’s send notes / cards of care to:
Sterling Care Riverside
C/0 Charles Phoebus
1123 Belcamp Garth ~ Room 219A
Belcamp, MD 21017



Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Carol Miller, Rhonda Myers, Mary Valis , Denny Blauer, Brenda Jimeniz, Family and
friends of Larry Phillips, Kathryn Christy, April Moyer, Cari Herrera, David Roche, Layne Bortmes, Tom Ritten,
Dominic Cardone, David Storf, Carter’s family, The family and friends of Don Smith, Richard Newsome, The
family and friends of Raymond McCue, Caitlin Taylor, Darla Lynch, Alcoe Durastanti, Robet Vazquez, Erika
Weldon, Paul Foutz, Daisy Lukens, Steve Awalt, Tony Garner, Ed Insel, Jumela Beecher, Lauren, Cathy Preston,
Elfriede Kiesling, Lance Graham, Debbie Connor, Judy Newsome, baby Diana, Brent Przychoda, Cathy Marowski,
Georgia Coleman, Charlie Phoebus, Austin Phoebus (military), Deana Vanhart, Faith LeBrun, Howard Kramer,
James Rickman, Brenda Baker, Donna Glorioso, John Bragg, Pr. Dick Kiesling, Donna Miller, Lisa Barwick, Walt
Karoll, Marianna Putnam, Joan Burleigh, Donald Rembert, Betty Burnet, Bailey Law, Pr. Myers, Maurice Grove,
Nancy Roschli, Margaret Shank, Jim McNicholas, Joan & John Kusick, Robin Sealover, Kaidyn Jamison, Margret
Krebbal, Frank Gailitz, Dolly Suiratt, Talu Elvove Arikan, Joyce Craig, Kattie Hale, Ray Morrison, Nicole Phelps, Kim
Scott, Natalie Szparza, Pat Ward, Curtis Waters, Jason Whitney, Karen Wiley, Will & Bernadine Boyce, Bishop
Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Bill Gohl.

Contact Lynn Cox or Pastor with updates to prayer list.

All songs reported. All rights reserved. Service Music, Hymns, and songs under copyright or administered by Augsburg
Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. From CCLI.com. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under CCLI
copyright Annual License #3273333. Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service copyrighted and obtained from
ONE LICENSE with license #A-735245. All rights reserved.

-6-



