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MARCH 20th, 2022 –THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
These forty days called Lent are like no other. It is our opportune time to return to the God who rescues, to 
receive the gifts of God’s grace, to believe with the heart and confess with the mouth the wonder of God’s love in 
Jesus, and to resist temptation at every turn. This is no small pilgrimage on which we have just embarked. It is a 
struggle Jesus knew. It is a struggle Jesus shares. The nearness of the Lord, in bread and wine, water and word, 
will uphold and sustain us. 
 

GATHERING & WELCOME 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and guides us in our pilgrimage. 
Amen. 
 

Let us make confession in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Holy One, 
we confess that we have wandered far from you: 
we have not trusted your promises, 
we have ignored your prophets in our own day, 
we have squandered our inheritance of grace, 
we have failed to recognize you in our midst. 
Have mercy on us! 
Forgive us and turn us again to you. 
Teach us to follow in your ways, 
assure us again of your love, 
and help us to love our neighbor. Amen. 
 

Beloved in Christ, 
the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall be saved. In Jesus, God comes to you 

again and again and gathers you under wings of love. In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. God 
journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love. Amen.  
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you.  And also with you 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death, and 
resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring your saving love to fruition 
in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
WORD 
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-9 
      1Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
  come to the waters; 
 and you that have no money, 
  come, buy and eat! 
 Come, buy wine and milk 
  without money and without price. 
 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
  and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 3Incline your ear, and come to me; 
  listen, so that you may live. 
 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
  my steadfast, sure love for David. 
 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
  a leader and commander for the peoples. 
    5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
 because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
  for he has glorified you. 
 6Seek the LORD while he may be found, 
  call upon him while he is near; 
 7let the wicked forsake their way, 
  and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
 let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, 
  and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
  nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 
 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
  so are my ways higher than your ways 
  and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 
 

PSALMODY: Psalm 63:1-8     Congregation reads bold print 
 

      1O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; 
  my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry 
and weary land where there is no water. 
 2Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, 
  that I might behold your power and your glory. 
 3For your steadfast love is better than life itself; 
  my lips shall give you praise. 
 4So will I bless you as long as I live 
  and lift up my hands in your name.  
 5My spirit is content, as with the richest of foods, 
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        and my mouth praises you with joyful lips, 
 6when I remember you upon my bed, 
  and meditate on you in the night watches. 
 7For you have been my helper, 
        and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice. 
 8My whole being clings to you; 
  your right hand holds me fast.  
 

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
 

1I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud, 
and all passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all 
ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual 
rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of 
them, and they were struck down in the wilderness. 
  6Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they did. 7Do not 
become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and they 
rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three 
thousand fell in a single day. 9We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were 
destroyed by serpents. 10And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the 
destroyer. 11These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written down to 
instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. 12So if you think you are standing, watch out that 
you do not fall. 13No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he 
will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so 
that you may be able to endure it. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 13:1-9 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the thirteenth chapter 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

1At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had 
mingled with their sacrifices.2[Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered 
in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you 
will all perish as they did. 4Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—
do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but 
unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” 
  6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for 
fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking 
for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 8He 
replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit 
next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’ ” 
 

The Holy Gospel given to you.  Praise to you, O Christ 
 

MESSAGE 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer    ELW 618  
vs 1 & 2 
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Guide me ever, great Redeemer, 
      pilgrim through this barren land. 
      I am weak, but you are mighty; 
      hold me with your pow'rful hand. 
      Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
      feed me now and evermore, 
      feed me now and evermore. 
 

Open now the crystal fountain 
      where the healing waters flow; 
      let the fire and cloudy pillar 
      lead me all my journey through. 
      Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer, 
      shield me with your mighty arm, 
     shield me with your mighty arm. 

 

Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Peter Williams,  
   1722-1796, alt. 
Music: John Hughes, 1873-1932 
Tune Name: Cwm Rhondda     Public Domain 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 
Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. *On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL BLESSING 
Let us pray, 

Jesus, we believe you are present in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. We love You above all 
things and we desire to receive You into our souls. Since we cannot now receive You sacramentally, 
come spiritually into our hearts. We embrace You as You are already there, and because of You we are 
united with You in death and in life. Never permit us to be separated from You.  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
You are children of God, 
anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for the journey. Almighty God, motherly, majestic, 

and mighty, ☩ bless you this day and always.    Amen. 
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DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. Thanks be to God. 
 

*****ANNOUNCEMENTS***** 
 

We give thanks to Cathy Hoefler and the choir for leading us in music. 
 

Sunday January 2, 2022 through May 29th – Worship Service Time begins at 10:00am. June we reset to 
9:00am worship service time. 
 

FCCAU is sponsoring a Designer Bag Bingo Event to benefit the Welcome One Homeless Shelter in Belcamp on 
Friday, April 29th, at 7 pm, at St. Matthew's Lutheran Church in Bel Air.  Cost of tickets is $20.  For details and/or 
tickets please see Cathy by April 12th.  Thank you! 
 

Easter Lilies on sale for $9.00 per plant. See Mike Whitacre to place and order. 
 

Maundy Thursday Worship Service – April 14, 2022 at 7:00PM 
 

Good Friday Fish Fry – April 15th Sign up flier is in Narthex or See Lynn Cox for more information. 
 

Good Friday Worship Service follows the Fish Fry Meal at 7:00PM 
 

This year’s Lenten Project is providing Beehives for our global  
neighbors. Check out the display in the Narthex. Beehives are $20. 

 

Lent – ELCA 40 Days of Giving is a personal devotion and includes a calendar of readings and suggested activities 
for anyone wishing to participate in an additional way.  Materials located in Narthex on lamp table by the sofa. 
 

Coffee Hour Desserts Sign-up sheet is in the narthex. Thank you for blessing the fellowship table with your 
special treats!  
 

Interested in online giving to Salem and her ministries?  Check out Salem’s website 

 

Want to spread encouragement?  Let’s send notes / cards of care to: 
Sterling Care Riverside C/O Charles Phoebus.   
1123 Belcamp Garth ~ Room 220B Belcamp, MD 21017 

 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:  Janice Houch, Barbara Sobieck, Laurie Krieger, Sarah Mack. John Smith, John Knot, 
Almarie Lanuly, Russ Getz, Judy Newsome, Leila Roland, Donna Miller, Christina Miller & baby Cain, Charlie 
Phoebus, Nick Cox, Carol Miller, Denny Blauer, Brenda Jimeniz, Kathryn Christy, April Moyer, Cari Herrera, David 
Roche, Layne Bortmes, Tom Ritten, Dominic Cardone, Richard Newsome, Caitlin Taylor, Robert Vazquez, Paul 
Foutz, Daisy Lukens, Steve Awalt, Tony Garner, Ed Insel, Jumela Beecher, Lauren, Cathy Preston, Elfriede 
Kiesling, Lance Graham, Debbie Connor, baby Diana, Brent Przychoda, Cathy Marowski, Austin Phoebus 
(military), Deana Vanhart, Faith LeBrun, Howard Kramer, James Rickman, Brenda Baker, John Bragg, Pr. Dick 
Kiesling, Lisa Barwick, Walt Karoll, Marianna Putnam, Joan Burleigh, Donald Rembert, Betty Burnet, Bailey Law, 
Pr. Myers, Maurice Grove, Margaret Shank, Jim McNicholas, Joan & John Kusick, Robin Sealover, Kaidyn Jamison, 
Margret Krebbal, Frank Gailitz, Dolly Suiratt, Talu Elvove Arikan, Joyce Craig, Kattie Hale, Ray Morrison, Nicole 
Phelps, Kim Scott, Natalie Szparza, Pat Ward, Curtis Waters, Jason Whitney, Karen Wiley, Will & Bernadine 
Boyce, Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Bill Gohl. 
                        Contact Lynn Cox or Pastor with updates to prayer list. 
 
 

 
All songs reported. All rights reserved. Service Music, Hymns, and songs under copyright or administered by Augsburg 
Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.  From CCLI.com. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under CCLI 
copyright Annual License #3273333. Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service copyrighted and obtained from 
ONE LICENSE with license #A-735245. All rights reserved.                                                                                                                  
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