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MARCH 2nd, 2022 – ASH WEDNESDAY  
On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and repentance. Marking 
our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At the same time, the dust traces 
the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to 
God, we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean 
while we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear 
the fruits of mercy and justice in the world. 
 

GATHERING & WELCOME 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    Psalm 51:1-17      
 

        1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your 
        sight; so you are justified when you speak and right in  
        your judgment.  
 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my  

              mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken may rejoice.  
 9Hide your face from my sins, 
  and blot out all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me. 
 11Cast me not away from your presence, 
  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  
 13Let me teach your ways to offenders, 
  and sinners shall be restored to you. 
 14Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation, 
  and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness. 
 15O Lord, open my lips, 
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        and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 16For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it. 
  You are not pleased with burnt offering. 
 17The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; 
  a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise.  
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you.  And also with you 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of life, creating us to serve 
you and our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of kindness and strengthen us to face our 
mortality with confidence in the mercy of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
 

 1Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
  sound the alarm on my holy mountain! 
 Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, 
  for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near— 
 2a day of darkness and gloom, 
  a day of clouds and thick darkness! 
 Like blackness spread upon the mountains 
  a great and powerful army comes; 
 their like has never been from of old, 
  nor will be again after them 
  in ages to come. 
 12Yet even now, says the LORD, 
  return to me with all your heart, 
 with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
  13rend your hearts and not your clothing. 
 Return to the LORD, your God, 
  for he is gracious and merciful, 
 slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 
  and relents from punishing. 
 14Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 
  and leave a blessing behind him, 
 a grain offering and a drink offering 
  for the LORD, your God? 
 15Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
  sanctify a fast; 
 call a solemn assembly; 
  16gather the people. 
 Sanctify the congregation; 
  assemble the aged; 
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       gather the children, 
  even infants at the breast. 
 Let the bridegroom leave his room, 
  and the bride her canopy. 
 17Between the vestibule and the altar 
  let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep. 
 Let them say, “Spare your people, O LORD, 
  and do not make your heritage a mockery, 
  a byword among the nations. 
 Why should it be said among the peoples, 
  ‘Where is their God?’ ” 
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God        
 

SECOND READING:  2 Corinthians 5:20b - 6:10 
  

      20bWe entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 6:1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. 2For he 
says,  
 “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 
  and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” 
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting no obstacle in 
anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we have 
commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 
5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, 
kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of 
righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. 
We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and 
see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet 
making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 
 

HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the sixth chapter 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

       [Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by 
them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 
  2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is 
doing, 4so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
  5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your 
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
  16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as  
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to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 17But when you 
fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by 
your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
  19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where 
thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.” 
 

The Holy Gospel given to you.  Praise to you, O Christ 
 

MESSAGE 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC    Beautiful Things   ACS 925 
        Cathy and Mark Hoefler & Salem’s Choir 

 

INVITATION TO LENT 
The assembly is seated 

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus’ passover from 
death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed. 

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God’s mercy. We are 
created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in harmony with 
creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do not 
enjoy the life our creator intended. 

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists whatever leads 
us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent—self-
examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—strengthened by 
the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our journey through these forty days to the great 
Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

CONFESSION OF SIN.         
 

In the name of God, 
who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, 
and guides us in our pilgrimage.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Holy One, 
we confess that we have wandered far from you: 
we have not trusted your promises, 
we have ignored your prophets in our own day, 
we have squandered our inheritance of grace, 
we have failed to recognize you in our midst. 
Have mercy on us! 
Forgive us and turn us again to you. 
Teach us to follow in your ways, 
assure us again of your love, 
and help us to love our neighbor. 
Amen. 
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Beloved in Christ, 
the Word draws near to you, 
and all who call out to God shall be saved. 
In Jesus, God comes to you again and again 
and gathers you under wings of love. 

In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. 
God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love. 
Amen. 
 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
Let us pray,  
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. May these ashes be a sign of our 
mortality and penitence, reminding us that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given 
eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
If you have ashes or wish to use water, make the sign of the cross on your forehead saying these words: 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return 
 
 

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  Amen. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 
Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. *On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
You are children of God, 
anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for the journey.  Almighty God, majestic, and 

mighty, ☩ bless you this day and always. Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.  Thanks be to God. 
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*****ANNOUNCEMENTS***** 
 

We give thanks to Cathy Hoefler and the choir for leading us in music. 
 

Sunday January 2, 2022 through May 29th – Worship Service Time begins at 10:00am. June we reset to 
9:00am worship service time. 
 

This year’s Lenten Project is providing Beehives for our global neighbors. More information will be coming 
along with a display in the Narthex by March 2, 2022. Each Beehive costs $20.  Thank you for helping to provide 
50 Beehives to families to support themselves and thrive. 

 

Lent – ELCA 40 Days of Giving is a personal devotion and includes a calendar of readings and suggested activities 
for anyone wishing to participate in an additional way.  Materials located in Narthex by March 2, 2022. 
 

Mason Dixon Food Pantry ~ Thank you for donating non-perishable food items for folks Sarah Keller takes the 
items to Mason Dixon at least once a month. The collection bin is located under the coat rack in the Narthex. 
Thank you, Sarah, for delivering the food items!  
 

Interested in online giving to Salem and her ministries?  Check out Salem’s website 
 

Want to spread encouragement?  Let’s send notes / cards of care to: 
Sterling Care Riverside    
C/O Charles Phoebus    
1123 Belcamp Garth ~ Room 220B 

      Belcamp, MD 21017 

 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Russ Getz, Judy Newsome, Family and friends of Darla Lynch, Leila Roland, family & 
friends of Mary Harman, Donna Miller, Christina Miller & baby Cain, Charlie Phoebus, Nick Cox, Carol Miller, 
Denny Blauer, Brenda Jimeniz, Kathryn Christy, April Moyer, Cari Herrera, David Roche, Layne Bortmes, Tom 
Ritten, Dominic Cardone, Richard Newsome, Caitlin Taylor, Alcoe Durastanti, Robert Vazquez, Erika Weldon, Paul 
Foutz, Daisy Lukens, Steve Awalt, Tony Garner, Ed Insel, Jumela Beecher, Lauren, Cathy Preston, Elfriede 
Kiesling, Lance Graham, Debbie Connor, baby Diana, Brent Przychoda, Cathy Marowski, Austin Phoebus 
(military), Deana Vanhart, Faith LeBrun, Howard Kramer, James Rickman, Brenda Baker, Donna Glorioso, John 
Bragg, Pr. Dick Kiesling, Lisa Barwick, Walt Karoll, Marianna Putnam, Joan Burleigh, Donald Rembert, Betty 
Burnet, Bailey Law, Pr. Myers, Maurice Grove, Margaret Shank, Jim McNicholas, Joan & John Kusick, Robin 
Sealover, Kaidyn Jamison, Margret Krebbal, Frank Gailitz, Dolly Suiratt, Talu Elvove Arikan, Joyce Craig, Kattie 
Hale, Ray Morrison, Nicole Phelps,  Kim Scott, Natalie Szparza, Pat Ward, Curtis Waters, Jason Whitney, Karen 
Wiley, Will & Bernadine Boyce, Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Bill Gohl. 
               Contact Lynn Cox or Pastor with updates to prayer list. 
 

Weather Related Worship Service Cancellation 3-Way Notification: 
 
Beginning at 8:00AM 
+ An email will be sent to Salem’s Familes. Please make sure to check your spam / Junk folder if the 
email does not appear in your inbox. 
 
+ Check Salem’s website:  http://www.salemjarrettsville.org/ 
A notification will post will by 8:00AM. 
 
+ Salem’s Prayer Chain will begin calling at 8:00AM. 
 
All songs reported. All rights reserved. Service Music, Hymns, and songs under copyright or administered by Augsburg 
Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.  From CCLI.com. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under CCLI 
copyright Annual License #3273333. Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service copyrighted and obtained from 
ONE LICENSE with license #A-735245. All rights reserved.                                                                                                                  
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