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MAY 15th, 2022 – FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The risen Christ is making all things new. 
In the mystery of holy baptism God has made new people of us. Today Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new 
light—through the lens of love. 
 

GATHERING & WELCOME 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through 
faith.  Amen. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you.  And also with you 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our hearts your most 
excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, through your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 

WORD 
FIRST READING: Acts 11:1-18 
 

1Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the 
word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 3saying, 
“Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4Then Peter began to explain it to them, 
step by step, saying, 5“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was  
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something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came 
close to me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the 
air. 7I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; 
for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9But a second time the voice answered 
from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10This happened three times; 
then everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11At that very moment three men, sent to me from 
Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a 
distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s 
house. 13He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and 
bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14he will give you a message by which you and your entire household 
will be saved.’ 15And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the 
beginning. 16And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when 
we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” 18When they heard this, they 
were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance 
that leads to life.” 
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 
 

PSALMODY: Psalm 148 
Congregation reads the bold print 

 

       1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; 
  praise God in the heights. 
 2Praise the LORD, all you angels; 
  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
 3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; 
  sing praise, all you shining stars. 
 4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, 
  and you waters above the heavens. 
 5Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
  who commanded, and they were created, 
 6who made them stand fast forever and ever, 
        giving them a law that shall not pass away.  
 7Praise the LORD from the earth, 
  you sea monsters and all deeps; 
 8fire and hail, snow and fog, 
  tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
 9mountains and all hills, 
  fruit trees and all cedars; 
 10wild beasts and all cattle, 
  creeping things and flying birds; 
 11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 
  princes and all rulers of the world; 
 12young men and maidens, 
  old and young together.  
 13Let them praise the name of the LORD,  
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         whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth  
        and heaven. 
 14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise 
        for all faithful servants, the children of Israel, a people  
        who are near the LORD.   Hallelujah!  
 

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1-6 
 

1I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the 
sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,  
 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 
 He will dwell with them; 
 they will be his peoples, 
 and God himself will be with them; 
 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
 Death will be no more; 
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
    for the first things have passed away.” 
 5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, 
“Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of 
the water of life.” 
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: John 13:31-35 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 13th chapter 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been 
glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify 
him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the 
Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that 
you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 

The Holy Gospel given to you.  Praise to you, O Christ 
 

MESSAGE 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY               Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing 
   ELW 389 vs 1 & 5 

 

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.  
      The cross stands empty to the sky. 
      Let streets and homes with praises ring. 
      Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 
 

Christ is alive, and comes to bring 
      good news to this and every age, 
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till earth and sky and ocean ring 
      with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 
 
Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936 
Music: T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789 
Tune Name: Truro 
Reported to OneLicense Song # 106093        
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 
Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. *On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL BLESSING 
Let us pray, 

Jesus, we believe you are present in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. We love You above all 
things and we desire to receive You into our souls. Since we cannot now receive You sacramentally, 
come spiritually into our hearts. We embrace You as You are already there, and because of You we are 
united with You in death and in life. Never permit us to be separated from You.  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
God, the Author of life, 
Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL      

Alleluia! Christ is risen.  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

*****ANNOUNCEMENTS***** 
 

We give thanks to Cathy Hoefler and the choir for leading us in music. 
 

Have a Bee-U-Teaful Salem Tea May 22, 2022 @ 12:30pm - flier sign-up is in Narthex.  You are invited to wear 
hats and clothing sporting the colors of spring flowers. 
Coffee Hour Desserts Sign-up sheet is in the narthex. Thank you for blessing the fellowship table with your 
special treats!  
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Interested in online giving to Salem and her ministries?  Check out Salem’s website 

 

Want to spread encouragement?  Let’s send notes / cards of care to: 
Sterling Care Riverside C/O Charles Phoebus.   
1123 Belcamp Garth ~ Room 220B Belcamp, MD 21017 

 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:  Alba Pabis, Jeannette Wills, Ed Vogel, Pastor John Kassouf and his wife Francine, 
Todd Thomas, Russell Anselmo, Bill Grove, Donna Collabolletta, Neilani, Erick Mandt, Randy Romesburg, Diann 
Pandolfini, Barbara Sobieck, Janice Houck, Laurie Krieger, Sarah Mack. John Smith, John Knot, Almarie Lanuly, 
Russ Getz, Judy Newsome, Leila Roland, Donna Miller, Christina Miller & baby Cain, Charlie Phoebus, Nick Cox, 
Carol Miller, Denny Blauer, Brenda Jimeniz, Kathryn Christy, April Moyer, Cari Herrera, David Roche, Layne 
Bortmes, Tom Ritten, Dominic Cardone, Richard Newsome, Caitlin Taylor, Robert Vazquez, Paul Founts, Daisy 
Lukens, Steve Awalt, Tony Garner, Ed Insel, Jumela Beecher, Lauren, Cathy Preston, Elfriede Kiesling, Lance 
Graham, Debbie Connor, baby Diana, Brent Przychoda, Cathy Marowski, Austin Phoebus (military), Deana 
Vanhart, Faith LeBrun, Howard Kramer, James Rickman, Brenda Baker, John Bragg, Pr. Dick Kiesling, Lisa Barwick, 
Walt Karoll, Marianna Putnam, Joan Burleigh, Donald Rembert, Betty Burnet, Bailey Law, Pr. Myers, Maurice 
Grove, Margaret Shank, Jim McNicholas, Joan & John Kusick, Robin Sealover, Kaidyn Jamison, Margret Krebbal, 
Frank Gailitz, Dolly Suiratt, Talu Elvove Arikan, Joyce Craig, Kattie Hale, Ray Morrison, Nicole Phelps, Kim Scott, 
Natalie Szparza, Pat Ward, Curtis Waters, Jason Whitney, Karen Wiley, Will & Bernadine Boyce, Bishop Elizabeth 
Eaton, Bishop Bill Gohl. 
 

Contact Lynn Cox or Pastor with updates to prayer list. 
 

Music is reported. Service Music, Hymns, and songs under copyright or administered by Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of 
Augsburg Fortress.  From CCLI.com. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under CCLI copyright Annual License #3273333. 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-735245. All rights reserved. 
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